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Haste, traveller, haste ! the night comes on. 
And many a shining hour is gone ; 
The storm is gathering in the west. 
And thou art iar from home and rest : 

Haste, traveller, haste t 

O far from home thy footsteps stray; 
Christ is the Life, and Christ the Way, 
And Christ the Light ; thy setting Sun, 
Sinks ere thy morning is begun ; 

Haste, traveller, haste I 

Poor, lost, benighted soul ! art thou 
Willing to find salvation now? 
There yet is hope ; hear Mercy's call — 
Truth I Life I Light I Way ! in Christ is all f 

Haste to Him, haste ! 
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6 THE WAY AND THE LIFE. 

to all of US, and to none of us alike, became vocal, he 
could not tell. "There are many kinds of voices in 
the world, and none of them is without signification." 

And the burden of the voice was this : " Alone 1 
Lost! In the dark!" Again and again those words 
rang in his ears ; they did not fill him with physical 
terror ; he did not start as if he anticipated the sight of 
some horrible apparition; but a great awe held him 
spell-bound, as he stood in contact with himself! The 
most intense moment of life is when a man stands for 
the first time face to face with his own spirit In many 
a history there are years which do not hold in them 
the memories of an hour, and there are moments into 
which a lifetime seems to have been compressed. That 
voice in the wilderness crying to the traveller, " Alone ! 
Lost ! in the dark !" brought with it a flood of recol-^ 
lections. 

Scenes of childhood, memories of boyish hopes and 
aspirations, thoughts of useful resolves and purposes — 
everything which had helped to mould the character 
and fashion the life — crowded upon his mind; and when 
he thought of his life as it was, — matured in ye^s, but 
aimless purposeless, and blank,-^then there flashed 
upon his mind the interpretation of the voice. . Ife was 
alone; a stranger to the people of God; an outcast 
from the great family in earth and in heaven ; an alien 
from the commonwealth of Israel ; friendless — for the 
friend of sinners was a stranger to him ; fatherless — for 
he felt no relationship existed between him and the 
Heavenly Father ; homeless — for he knew he had no 
title to an inheritance in the home above. 

He was lost. He had wandered away into a far 
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country; he had mistaken the way of life ; he was away 

• from the fold, far out in the wilderness. 

He felt the nameless horror that dwells in the word 
lost ! It holds in it all that can bring dreariness and 
desolation to the spirit; and as he stood there isolated 
from man and God, it seemed to him as if the wild wind 
bore upon its wings the one long bitter wail of the 
spirits in the lost world. 

And he was " in the dark " — 2. dark past, a dark pre- 
sent, a dark future. It was the night-time of the soul, 
and the night was wintry. Would the Sun of Righteous- 
ness arise on him ? 

Oppressed, bewildered, tortured, what could he do 
but fall down on his knees beside the trunk of that old 
tree, and yield to the instinct of the soul, and pray? 
There are prayers which rise like fountains, and fall 
upon the earth in spray; and there are prayers which 

* rise like rockets, and burst into luminous words, and 
then die out; and there are prayers which mount up as 
on the wings of eagles, that pierce through the dark 
clouds, and rest in the divine light Christians may 
pray in the Garden of Eden, the Paradise restored, and 
thank God they do ; but when the awful issues of life 
are unknown, and the destinies of life hang upon the 
prayer, then it is often in a very Garden of Gethsemane 
for bitterness that the cry goes forth to God. How 
little the traveller thought, as the hot tears poured down 
his face, and as a guilty outcast he stretched up his 
hands — but even in the darkness dared not so much as 
lift up his eyes to heaven — that the angels were whisper- 
ing together, "Behold, he prayeth !" and the Father 
was saying to the servants, *' Bring forth the best robe, 
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and put it on him ; and put a ring on his finger, and 
shoes on his feet : for this my son was dead^ and is* 
alive again; he was lost, and is found!" 

When he rose from his knees, a change had come 
over the scene around him; the wind had driven away 
the mists, and in the distance, high up in the air, he 
saw a light. 

For the moment he thought it was a sign from heaven, 
as an answer to his prayer; he thought of the sudden 
light that burst upon Saul of Tarsus ; he thought of Con- 
stantine's cross: but they were only momentary and 
passing thoughts ; for, gazing on the light, he recognised 
it as one well known. It was the Ughthouse ; and be- 
yond, on the hill, were the lights of the seaport to which 
he was joumepng. 

The newly kindled, ingenuous faith of the young dis- 
ciple recognised at once the symbol "There is the 
light to guide me in the way, and beyond is the city of 
habitation." It was still dull and gloomy around ; the 
wind still howled as it swept over the plain, the road 
was still rough and dangerous ; but there was the light ! 
and leaving the spot which throughout eternity would 
never be forgotten, he pursued his journey, and arrived 
in safety at the port. 

• • s • • 

" Which thing is an allegory." It does not tell a tale 
of universal experience, but it shows how God some- 
times leads a soul through the darkness to the kingdom 
of His dear Son. 

We too are on a journey; we are all bound for a 
haven; and unless we have the light which lighteth 
every man as our light, — ^unless we have settled the 
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tnomentons question as to the right way, — ^unless Jesus 
is to us the Way, the Truth, and the Life, — we are 
Alone, Lost, and in the Dark. 

It may be that some of us who are students of the 
Word of God, and find our chief delight in exploring 
its rich mines, and wandering in its sweet fields, and 
gathering its choice flowers, may yet stand in need of a 
fiiendly word of counsel and advice. It is possible for 
us to know much o£ the Word, and little of Him whom' 
to know is^life eternal ; possible for us to know our way 
amid the green pastures of intellectual enjoyment, and 
yet know nothing of the way which leads to everlasting 
life ; possible for us to be deep in the study of subjects 
which satisfy the head, but be strangers to that which 
alone can satisfy the heart 

May He who owns the feeblest labours help us to 
hold forth the light, so that it may guide some into the 
Way, and help those who are already treading that path, 
but " whose souls are discouraged within them because 
of the way," to walk more firmly and trustfully; for 
Christ's sake. Amen. 




Thoti art my Life ; Sf Thou dost tuln away, 
My Life's a thousand deaths ; Thou art my Way. 
"Without Thee, Lord, I travel not, but stray. 

Thou art my Way, I wander if Thon fly ; 
Thou art my Light, if hid, how blind am I ! 
Thou art my Life, if Thou withdraw I die ! 

QuarUs. 



We faintly hear, we dimly see. 

In differing phrase we pray ; 
But dim or clear, we own in Thee 

The Lif^ the Truths the Way I 

IVhiUier, 




11. 



WAYS LEADING TO THE WAY, 




OT to " one narrow partial spot confined " is 
God, and not to one narrow partial way. Who 
shall declare His way? His way is in the 
sea, and His path in the great waters ; His way is in the 
sanctuary and in the midst of His holy temple. " O 
the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and know- 
ledge of God ! how unsearchable are His judgments, and 
His ways past finding out!" And yet, as "the wind 
bloweth where it listeth, and we hear the sound thereof, 
but cannot tell whence it cometh, or whither it goeth," 
but are able to tell by the effects it has produced, in 
bending the branches and scattering the leaves, that it 
has been there ; so, although we cannot by taking coun- 
sel find out God in His eternal purposes, nor wait for 
Him in the way which our judgment has prophesied He 
will come, we can trace His way by its effects, and we 
know that His " way is perfect" From whence come 
the winds? Not always from the south, not always 
from the east, but from all points of the compass. From 
whence cometh the Lord with His message of mercy to 
us ? Not always from sorrow, not always from bereave- 
ment, but from every avenue which leads up to the 
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heart Surely Cowper made a great mistake when he 
wrote those lines, 

" The path of sorrow, and that path alone, 
Leads to the land where sorrow is unknown." 

No, our hearts tell us this is not strictly true. Nowhere 
in God's universe do we see uniformity, but endless 
variety. In all the lower forms of life there is variety 
in infinity, and the influences requisite for the support 
of each individual life are adapted to its necessity ; and 
in the higher forms of lif^e the diversity is as great : no 
two minds are alike, no two hearts beat with the same 
emotions, no two histories run exactly parallel, and the 
influences of the Spirit are adapted to the necessity of 
every individual heart. 

A great and strong wind may rend the mountains 
and break in pieces the rocks before the Lord, and yet 
the Lord may not be in the wind; and an earthquake 
may make us reel to and fro like a drunken man, and 
shatter the fabrics which our hands have reared, but the 
Lord may not be in the earthquake : and a fire may 
break out in the night-time of our soul, and bum and 
purge away the wood and the hay and the stubble which 
we have accounted as goodly treasure, but the Lord 
may not be in the fire ; and a still small voice may 
come and breathe into our souls emotion, and tender- 
ness, and poetry, but the Lord may not be in the still 
small voice. Yet these are all His messengers, and He 
employs them to work His gracious purposes, just as 
souls are fit to receive them. Some never heau: the 
howling wind, or feel the heaving of the earthquake ; 
some never hear the still small voice, or know anything 
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about joy and peace in the Holy Ghost, in the process 
of their conversion. To some, the Saviour comes with 
a sudden flash of light " above the brightness of the 
sun ;" to some He comes only as a dim " light that 
shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn and the 
day-star arise in their hearts." Ministers too often 
insist in their pulpit discourses upon the struggles into 
life, the agonies of soul, the terrible prostration of spirit 
— which, indeed, is often the way in which sinners are 
brought to the Saviour, but is by no means the invariable 
rule. The History of Conversion, as recorded in the 
Scriptures, does not warrant us in believing that it is 
God's chosen plan either by excitement, or a strong 
passionate revulsion of feeling, or by great terrors of 
conscience, or by intense wrestling with spiritual powers, 
to bring us to Himself. And yet we have known people 
who have been distressed and perplexed, and have 
doubted the witness of the Spirit with their spirits that 
they were the children of God, because they have not 
had nights of weeping and days of agony' and despair. 
Well, if this is the case with you, do not allow such 
thoughts to weigh upon your spirit ; if God has led you, 
or is leading you, by a brighter and a sunnier way, thank 
Him gratefully for it, and trust Him implicitly. He 
understands our natures better than we do, and He 
adapts Himself to us. Do not think, however, that we 
wish to convey for a moment the idea that conversion 
is a small matter to some, or that any one is ever 
brought to Jesus without a sincere sorrow for sin, and a 
true and hearty repentance. 

But the sorrow manifests itself in different ways. 
Here is an illustration of what we mean : — 
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"Your father is dead I" Such is the news that half 
a dozen messengers have to take to half a dozen differ- 
ent people, but all of them tenderly loving the parent of 
whom they are bereaved. One in an agony of sorrow, 
with lamentation, and weeping, and great mourning, is 
utterly prostrated and unnerved by the intelligence. 
Another sheds not a tear, but his face is pale, and his 
hands are tremulous, and he walks away into the woods 
to commune with his own heart and be stilL A third, 
without a murmur, calmly and resignedly says, " Even 
so, Father, for so it seemeth good in thy sight ;" and, 
wiping away his tears, sets about the work which the 
moment requires. Another, smiling through tears, says, 
" Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His 
saints;" and never dreams of sorrowing as those who 
have no hope, and so on. Well ; let not the man who 
wept passionately say of the man who smiled through, 
his tears with a holy joy, " He felt no sorrow." Let 
not the man who was too much distressed to do any- 
thing but commune with grief, say of the man who could 
at once set about the duty next to hand, " He felt no 



sorrow." 



And surely if in a matter of sudden human grief there 
can be such diversity, should we be surprised if spiritual 
sorrow, which does not always come suddenly, but has 
a thousand processes of entry to the soul, should have 
a thousand different modes of manifestation ? 

Some years ago a young man, A. B., was led to Jesus 
— led gently as the Good Shepherd alone can lead the 
lamb — and his heart was resting in quietness and peace. 
But one day he heard a sermon in which the preacher 
endeavoured to show the way of salvation. Jle took 
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for his text the words, "They were pricked in their 
heart, and said. Men and brethren, what must we do ? " 
— (Acts ii. 37.) He spoke of the remorse of the mur- 
derers of the Lord Jesus> and endeavoured to institute 
an analogy between the sorrow and remorse of men who 
had actually taken away life, and men whose sins had 
nailed the Saviour to the cross. He made a great 
many e^ggerated statements, and in his appeal went 
for beyond Peter, or any other inspired writer, — ^as 
many preachers in the excitement of the moment do, — 
and then in a high-flown style said, " The heart that 
Jesus can heal, is only the broken and the contrite 
heart ; the prayer that Jesus can hear, is only the prayer 
which has been torn from that broken heart ; the place 
for prayer is only the spot which has been washed with 
the suppliant's tears;'* and a great deal more to the 
same effect, and without a sentence to show that though 
this might be the peculiar way in which one sinner 
might be brought to the Saviour, it was not the invari- 
able way. Well, the effect of that sermon was to raise 
a mist of doubts around him, and to put to flight the 
happiness and peace he had enjoyed Conversing with 
a friend, C. D., a week or two afterwards, it was found 
that the tone of his life was altered, and the substance 
of the conversation was this : — 

" I wish I had some evidence that I was a child of 
God," said A. R 

" But, my dear friend, you have it You do believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ. You know of no other Savi- 
our, and you love Him with all your heart, do you not ? " 

" Yes — oh, yes ! " answered A. B. " Life were a 

blank, and death a horror, without Him ! And yet I 

B 
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cannot help thinking that, after all, He is not my Savi- 
our: for I have not come to Him as I should have 
come." 

" How did you come to Him?" asked C. D. 

" Oh, the way seemed all happiness ! I was full of 
joy when I thought that He had found me and I had 
found Him. The very moment I first felt that He was 
indeed my Saviour, my whole life seemed as i£ it could 
'break forth into singing.' But oh," he said, "how 
diflferent is that from what I ought to have felt ! — ^how 
different from the language of David in the fifty-first 
psalm ! And I fear that, after all, I have been deceiv- 
ing my own heart *' 

" My friend, you are deceiving your own heart now,'* 
said C. D. " Thank God, that prayer of David's was 
never meant to be a universal prayer, — no man ever 
uttered a universal prayer. Our blessed Lord Himself, 
when He gave the prayer to His disciples, only said, 
* After this manner pray ye.' And no man ever set a 
universal pattern of experience. David's Psalms are 
universal, because he underwent all the vairieties of 
experience which are common to the Christian life, and 
the Holy Spirit inspired him to record them. But let 
your guide be 'David's Son and £>avid's Lord\* and if 
He has led you through joyous scenes, rejoice and be 
glad ; and beware lest theological clouds, of all earth- 
bom clouds the worst, should hide the loving Saviour 
from your eyes." 

Let us now look into some of the scripture records 
of conversion, and see whether they exhibit any rule of 
action on God's part, or enforce any particular mode of 
acceptance on ours. There was Isaac, the obedient 
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loving son — very dear to his father, th6 summary of 
whose history is conveyed in the words, " He obeyed 
my voice.*' As a child, Isaac was shy and retiring, 
cowed before the mocking of the high-spirited Ishmael. 
As a youth, confiding and trustful ; saying of his father 
—as we should all learn to say of our heavenly Father 
— " Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him." As a 
young man, full of thoughtful and poetic piety ; he was 
wont to meditate in the fields at eventide. 

Home aifection was so much a part of his very life, 
that not until his wife was brought to him, and he had 
learned to love her, "was he comforted after his 
mother's death." And as a man, the old bopsh home- 
love was strong as ever; when he digged again the 
wells which the Philistines had stopped after the death 
of Abraham, "he called their names after the names 
by which his father had called them." Was this gentle, 
trustful life startled into spiritual being by blackness 
and darkness, and tempest, and the soun,d of a trumpet, 
and the voice of words ? No ; when he walked out in 
the evening " he walked with God."* In learning the 
lessons of life from his father he learned also " the obe- 
dience of faith," and probably at no period of his his- 
tory could he say when the change, which we call con- 
version, passed upon him. 

David, the happy, joyous shepherd-boy, singing as he 
wandered through the green pastures; or sitting with 
his harp in hand, making musical echoes ring over the 
" still waters," — surely he never entered into life through 
the vale of tears. No; the rocks and the hills, the 
sunshine and shadow, the poetry and music of the 

* Gen. xlviii. 15. 
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little world around him,— these were God's instrumen- 
talities to create the great world within him. And as 
Isaac's natural characteristic of home-love may have led 
him to a knowledge of God, so the circumstances of 
scenery and occupation led David to realise "The 
Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want." 

Or think of the child Samuel. " He did not yet 
know the Lord, neither was the word of the Lord 
revealed to him.'' One night as he was " laid down to 
sleep," the echoes of the temple service, "where he 
ministered unto the Lord before Eli," made songs in 
the night fdr him ; perhaps in dreams the veil of that 
mysterious chamber where God dwelt was lifted by 
angel hands ; and a voice — the voice of Gpd — the very 
voice which rends the heavens, which spoke a world 
into being, and will speak it into destruction, called, 
" Samuel ! " And he answered, " Here am I. And he 
ran unto EliP So human, so tender, so unalarming 
was that voice^ whose could it be but the voice of the 
man that he loved and confided in most ? So he ran 
unto Eli. How exquisitely touching and beautiful is 
this story ! Thank God it is not an isolated incident in 
the history of conversion. How often God speaks and 
calls us to himself, and the call comes in a loved fami- 
liar voice, linking all that is divine with all that is 
human, and bringing out instinctively the answer, 
" Here am 1 1 " 

How much happier it is to hear that voice as Samuel 
heard it, and to recognise it as a voice in tune with our 
highest ideal of love and tenderness, than to hear it as 
" the people that stood by the Saviour heard it, and 
said it thundered." In the latter case the people, for 
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whose sakies the voice was sent, believed not on Him, 
for their hearts were hardened ; but " Samuel grew, and 
the Lord was with him." 

Or turn to the New Testament Scriptures, and see 
how various are the experiences of those who are called 
to salvation. "Follow me," said the Saviour to his 
disciples ; " and they left all, and followed him." 

In sermons from such a text there will generally be a 
description of self-abasement, of soul-stricken wonder, 
of the tearing asunder of home-ties, and life-long associ- 
ations which have clung round the heart, Hke ivy round 
a forest tree ; but the Scripture does not seem even to 
imply this. 

It was surely a calm and happy hour, full of surpris- 
ing joy, when Nathanael, with his guileless faith, said, 
" Rabbi, thou art the Son of God ; thou art the King of 
Israel" That poor man who had been blind, who had 
been cast out of the s)magogue, and whom the Saviour 
was seeking, — the light was gently dawning on his soul, 
when Jesus said to him, " Dost thou believe on the Son 
of God?" And he said, "Lord, who is he, that I 
might believe on him ? " This was the sigh of faith ; it 
was the soul's sincere desire, not the souVs agony. And 
when Jesus said, " I that speak to thee am he," he fell 
down in a transport of joy, and worshipped Him. 

That active little man, Zaccheus, who ran before the 
crowd, and climbed into the sycamore tree, — there was 
no agony in his faith ; his soul was all tremulous with a 
jo)rful excitement; and when the Saviour halted and 
called him by name, he did not stop to repeat the fifty- 
first Psalm, but " he made haste and came down, and 
received Him jo)rfully." 
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No wonder Jesus abode at his house ; for though cir- 
cumstances made Him pf all in the universe the Man 
of Sorrows, yet the mission on which He came was not 
a mission of sorrow, except to Himself. He " brought 
the glad tidings of great joy," and Zaccheus caught the 
true inspiration of the moment when he received Him 
joyfully. Take one or two illustrations from the history 
of the Early Church, and see whether the rule of sorrow 
was the recognised way of life in those times, any more 
than it was in the times of the Old Testament Church, 
or during the personal ministry of the Saviour. 

It was a gospel of joy to the three thousand who 
were first added to the Church — " they g/adfy received 
the word ;" and yet there were amongst them those who 
had rejected the words that the Saviour had spoken in 
their ears ; perhaps there were some who had felt the 
earthquake, and seen the darkness, and heard the loud 
cry, " Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit ;" 
perhaps there were some that had swelled that awfiil 
cry, " Crucify Him ! crucify Him !" If ever there was 
a time when bitterness of soul, and remorse, and prostra- 
tion of spirit were a requirement of the acceptance of 
salvation, it was then. True, they were " pricked to the 
heart ;" but that same day they gladly received the word, 
and they continued '^ eating their meat with gladness and 
singleness of heart, — upraising God, and having favour 
with all the people.'* And there was Lydia, "whose 
heart the Lord opened." Not wrenched it open, but as 
the flower gently unfolds beneath the rays of the sun, so. 
her heart was opened by the Sun of righteousness. In- 
stances in all these periods may be multiplied, but these 
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are enough, and you can make further references for 
yourselves. Let these suffice to teach us that the 
alarmed jailor, trembling from the fright of the earth- 
quake, and wishing to destroy himself because of the 
punishment which would await him if the prisoners 
escaped, and crying that distracted cry, "Sirs, what 
must we do to. be saved?" — as he saw the stout walls 
bending, and the bolts and bars unlocked, is not the 
unfailing type of* the sinner escaping from sin and find- 
ing peace and joy in Jesus. Paul seized the occasion 
of those circumstances to tell him of eternal safety; but 
I take it that the circumstances themselves form no 
part either in fact, or as illustration, of the state of the 
soul. 

Let us learn that though Saul of Tarsus was smitten 
down by the overwhelming light from heaven, and the 
accents of the Divine voice wrung from him the cry, 
" What wilt thou have me to do ?" his case is altogether 
exceptional, and we have no right to infer that we are 
to be smitten down, and that a similar cry is to be 
wrung from our hearts. No ; all conversions are mira- 
culous ; but his was a miracle of miracles ; his special 
work, his special call to the apostolate, necessitated a 
special intervention on his behalf. And I confess I 
have wondered at the " foolishness of preaching," when 
hearing ministers hold up the conversion of Saul as a 
general pattern of conversion. They reverse the order 
of Scripture, which tells us that " the Sun of righteous- 
ness shall arise with healing in His wings," when they 
insist upon conversion being the work of a sun-stroke. 

The Saviour often says, " Come unto me, and I will 
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give you r^//" and they often say, " Go to Him, and 
He will show you yourself full of wounds and bruises 
and putref3dng sores; the Gospel is a hammer to break 
that hard heart of yours; and He will give you the 
stings of conviction, and the bitter sorrows of repent- 
ance." My dear friends, if you will take the Gospel in 
no other way. He, in His great mercy, may bring it 
home to you thus when other methods fail; but as 
firmly as I believe in the Gospel, so firmly do I believe 
that Go^s favourite way — if the term is allowable — is 
to draw men unto Him ; to win souls ; to invite them ; 
to show them the joys of His salvation ; to make them 
willing ; and to let the hour of their souls' change be 
the hour of intense and holy joy. 

When Jesus gave that sweetest of all the parables, 
the story of the prodigal son, and illustrated the infinite 
compassion of God by the human fatherhood, how is 
the prodigal represented as being received? "When 
he was yet a great way off, the father had compassion 
on him, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him !" 
Does the father demand that the dismal story of his in- 
gratitude and sin shall be rehearsed ? Does he even let 
the son shed eloquent tears in silence ? No ; " Bring 
forth the best robe ; let us eat and be merry." God 
forgive us that we sometimes think Divine love is less 
tender and compassionate than human. God forgive us 
if ever in " zeal without knowledge," we preach Jesus 
and convictions, Jesus and repentance, Jesus and tears, 
instead of Jesus only. 

These may come, they will come, there always must 
be throughout the Christian life, a sorrow for the past ; 
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but " we sorrow not as those who have no hope ;" it 
should at all times be a sorrow tempered with joy, but 
I cannot think that it forms a part of the actual process 
of conversion. As our bodies, by and bye, will be 
changed, " in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye,** so 
our souls in a moment, in the breathing of a prayer, in 
the very look towards Calvary, may be changed, and in 
that instant spiritual death will be " swallowed up in 
victory." 

'Let me not be misunderstood ; do not think I wish 
to infer that conversion never takes place amid storm 
and darkness and tempest. It does often. It is one of 
God*s ways; the story already recited of the young 
traveller is a case in point, and if He should be leading 
you through that way, trust Him confidently and impli- 
citly. Go through the storm with Him. Cry to Him 
out of the depths, and He will hear you, and plant your 
feet upon the Rock of Ages. 

" God moves in a mysterious way 
His wonders to perform ; 
He plants His footsteps in the sea. 
And rides upon the storm." 

The frowning Providence hides the smiling face, and 
the dark night precedes the light of day; but though 
"weeping endureth for a night, joy cometh in the 
morning.** 

On the other hand, if without ever having shed a 
tear, if with a happy confidence and joy you have found 
your Saviour ; if the very gladdest time of all your life 
has been when you have passed, or are passing, from 
death unto life, — do not think that therefore you have 
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mistaken the way of life ; do not sigh for sighs, and 
groan for groans, and weep for tears ; but thank God 
with all your heart, that He has led you by a brighter 
and a happier providence, and conducted you into His 
spiritual kingdom. 




Thou hast been called to God, rebellions heart, 

By many an awfid and neglected sign, 
By many a joy which came and did depart, 
Mocking thy weeping, frail worm that thou art, 

]^or that thou dost not fear to call them thine. 
• • • • « • 

Yea, oft hast thou been called I and often now 

The " still small voice" doth whisper thee of God, 
Bidding thee soothe thy dark and sullen brow. 
And from thy lips the prayer reluctant flow. 

Which may not rise unheard to His abode. 



God calling yet ! and I not yet arising ; 
So long His loving, faithful voice despising ; 
So falsely His unwearied care repaying. 
He calls me still, and still I am delajring ! 

God calling yet ! I can no longer tarry. 

Nor to my God a heart divided carry ; 

Now, vain and giddy world, your spells are broken, 

Sweeter thau all, the^voige of God has spoken ! 
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III. 



••Thou wilt show me the path of life."— Ps. xvl iti 




HAVE sto6d by the strait gate watching. 
And while I have stood and watched, t have 
seen many come from the busy highway, and 
halt Strange conversations are held sometimes by 
those who lean Upon the gate, and gaze wistfully along 
the narrow way. Strange motives have brought the 
travellers to that meeting-place. Strange assemblies 
gather round the spot! the old are there, and they 
strain their dim eyes to see the length of the way ; the 
young are there, full of speculation whether this is the 
pleasantest walk to the City of the King ; the blind are 
there, led by a way that they have not known; the out- 
cast is there, glancing furtively at the Pharisee, who has 
to gather up his robes before he would essay to pass the 
barrier; the rich and the poor meet together there; the 
wise and the simple, each after his own manner of 
thought, halts to ponder there. I have been surprised 
to see hundreds coine up to the gate, and only one or 
two, here and there, enter in. One has said, " This the 
gate! why, there is a mere bye-path beyond — the 
thoroughfare is surely elsewhere," and he has turned off 
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into th^ broad road Another has said, "This the 
heavenly road I It miist be a mistake ; it does not look 
like a way of pleasantness, or a path of peace. I will 
try farther on»" Strange sights> too, have I seen at that 
gate. One day a traveller had enteredj and was on his 
way towards the city. A friend stood by the gate, 
watching his progress ; but the traveller, instead of for- 
getting the things that were behind, turned round once 
more to gaze upon them. Just then he trod on an un- 
even piece of ground, his footsteps slipped, and he well- 
nigh fell. " I am safer where I am," said his friend, 
and he turned away from the gate into the broad road. 
A lame man came, and when he found there was no 
room in the narrow way for him to use his crutches, he 
turned away. A little child came there, and only ask- 
ing, "Is this the way my father went?" ran eagerly 
along the narrow path. 

But this illustration only half reveals what I want to 
say to you. The journey of life leads every one of us to 
the strait gate, and sometimes irithetwistings andtwinings 
of the journey — as the Israelites crossed and re-crossed 
their track — we are brought again and again to the 
entrance of the narrow way. It seems to me, that one 
great peculiarity of the dispensation under which we 
live is that the Spirit of God is poured out upon all 
flesh — that there is not a man in Christendom who has 
not had the strivings of the Spirit ; that every living 
being has at some time or another been face to face 
with the Almighty, and has had glimpses into the issues 
of life ; that the Light of the world has shone through 
the darkness which by natiu:e veils every heart, and that 
in every ear has been whispered the sweet words of reve- 
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lation. Jesus is the Light that lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world. His Gdspel is the universal 
word which the Spirit has translated into the language 
of every heart. Since the day when the cry went up to 
the throne and abroad to the universe, " It is finished !" 
not a soul has passed into the world of spirits daring to 
utter the charge, " The way of life was hidden firom me." 
Salvation lies at the door of every house ; the heavenly 
visitor has knocked at the door of every heart. Not a 
waif or a stray of humanity tossed on the rough sea of 
life, not a sinner whose hands have been steeped in 
crimson sins, not a child whose only record of con- 
sciousness was a smile or a tear, not a savage whose 
life has been devoted to barbarity, not a being into 
whose nostrils the breath of life has been breathed, but 
has heard in some language, human or divine, the invi- 
tation, " Come unto me.'* Without staying to furnish 
scriptural authority for these statements (it would be a 
long argument and beside the mark), narrow them to 
our own country and our own times, or, if you will, 
narrow them yet again to yourselves. Not one who 
reads this page can look faithfully and conscientiously 
into his own heart, and say, " I have never had set 
before me the way of life and death, and have never 
been. asked which I would choose." Let me recall some 
of the times when the Divine voice has spoken to you. 
Do you remember that day when as a little child you 
knelt at your mother's knee and prayed, and the simple 
words that she had taught you held in them such vast 
meanings that you felt an earnest longing to grasp them; 
and while the holy name was yet upon your lips, you 
asked, Who was He, and what was He, and should you 
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ever see Him ? What a strange thrill ran through you 
when you first realised that He was by your side — that 
the darkness, and the light were both alike to Him ; 
that He was always within you and around you ; that 
He had brought you into the world for a great piupose, 
and that your life only answered His intention as it 
became absorbed into His. And while these thoughts 
were fresh upon you, do you not remember how you 
tried' to see Him everywhere ; how the glory of the 
sunset became the glory of God, and the roll of the 
thunder was His voice, and the birds and the flowers 
were His ministers ? And then ? Ah ! then all these 
thoughts passed away — they were as the morning cloud 
and the early dew — they came and they went, and you 
thought no more about them. But the Saviour who 
says to every little one, " Come unto me,'* had led you 
to the gate, and you had taken your first glimpse of the 
way, and you turned aside. 

You were only a boy when you went away from home^ 
and your parents were more to you than all the world 
beside. That first night when you went to your strange 
bed-chamber, and there was no loving good-night sealed 
with a kiss, do you not remember how you took out 
your Bible and read, and when you knelt down to pray 
you felt that the old prayers were not adequate to the 
new life, and you told your Father in heaven all your 
sorrow and all your need- When you made that vow 
that if He would keep you and bless you in your new 
engagements, you would try to be faithful to Him, and 
to your parents, and to yourself, what a tremor of holy 
confidence came over you as you thought for the first 
time, " I can do all things through Christ, . which 
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strengtheneth me." Alas! it was only for the time 
being, and the temptations and novelties of the scenes 
upon which you had entered, soon blotted out the very 
remembrance of that night. But for all that, the Spirit 
of God had been striving with you, and you might then 
have started out into the way that leads to life eternal. 

Surely you recollect that day when you committed a 
great sin, and you faced yourself for the first time con- 
sciously as a criminal It grieved you terribly; you 
could not tell, when you tried to analyse your feelings, 
whether you were most sorry because you had sinned 
against God, or the 'teachings of your parents, or the 
dictates of your own conscience ; but when you prayed, 
and the tears ran down yoiu* face, and you felt, or 
thought you felt, that you were pardoned, there came 
over you a strange and terrible desire that you might 
die. How could you face a whole life of temptation, 
frail and weak as you had proved yourself to be ? Oh ! 
if God would only remove you from the evil, how much 
better it would be to die and be with Him 1 Well, that 
was the time when the Holy Spirit was trying to lead 
you to a higher and grander appreciation of the power 
of God. It was a perfectly natural wish of yours, a 
desire common to many; and you were brought to just 
that point which is the farthest that self can carry us — 
a longing for God. But when a voice came to you, and 
brought to your remembrance the prayer of the Saviour, 
— " I pray not that Thou sbouldst take them out of the 
world, but keep them from the evil which is in the 
world," — ^you turned away, sad and sorrowful. But it 
was the voice of God's Spirit, striving to lead you into 
the path of life. 

c 
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That day when the news came to you that your sister 
was dangerously ill, and if you wished to see her alive 
you must come home at once. Do you not remember 
it ? Oh ! what a terrible time that was for you ! As 
you saw life fleeting away, how you longed to know the 
language of spirits, that you might speak to her, how- 
ever imperfectly, as they would speak to her when she 
reached the land of just spirits made perfect ; but you 
could not — ^nay, you could not even stammer out words 
of hope. And when all was over, and you knelt down 
alone beside the bed, with your hand on the cold dead 
hand of her you loved, what bitter tears those were 
when you thought of all you might have been, and were 
not. How earnestly you prayed that you might die the 
death of the righteous, and that your last end might be 
like hers ! How terrible all the sins of your life ap- 
peared as you knelt beside that pure form, which yet 
was too impure to hold so beautiful a spirit ! And you 
thought as you gazed on her, " That is not death, but 
ihis!^ And then the voice came to you from heaven, 
saying, " I am the resurrection and the life : whosoever 
believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live. 
Believest thou this?" But you never answered the 
question, and again you turned from the way of life. 

Vou remember, too, that SabT^ath evening, when the 
minister preached such a wonderful, thrilling sermon, 
and from the first few sentences you thought he must 
have launched out his discourse at you. At one time 
you shrank into the corner of your pew, thinking surely 
that those in the congregation who knew you must be 
pointing at you, and saying, " Thou art the man." And 
then, when pews and congregations and preacher va- 
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nished, and you thought that you were alone with God, 
those tears you shed reflected no discredit on your 
manhood — they were far more honest than smiles often 
are, for they came from a heart oppressed with worldly 
things, and longing for the rest which is in Christ But 
when the sermon was over, you went out, and you 
quenched the light which the Spirit of God had given. 

Now in all these cases the Holy Spirit brought con- 
viction, and nothing but the opposition of your own 
will prevented conversion. After any one of those in- 
stances, had death overtaken you, and you had been 
called to stand before the Great Eternal, you could not 
have offered the shadow of an excuse ; the plea, " The 
way of life have I not known," if it had dared to cross 
your mind, would never have found its way into expres- 
sion, and your doom would have appeared as righteous 
to you, and have magnified the grace and love of God 
as much as if He had said, " Come, ye blessed, enter 
into the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation 
of the world." 

Perhaps none of these particular cases describe the 
instrumentalities which have been at work to win you 
to a knowledge of the Saviour. Then think of others. 
Try and recall some of the loving words of friends who 
have " cared for your soul ; " think of your childhood 
and its purity, and contrast it with your life now ; think 
of that Bible upon your shelf, and how it came into 
your possession; think of the yearnings of your soul 
after something higher and better, It cannot be that 
you have grown up to manhood without at some time or 
another having had intense longings after a holy life. 
When you have been in the country, and the trees h^ve 
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been whispering songs to the birds, and the birds have 
echoed them again in their meny carols; when you 
have looked upon the hedgerows smiling in beauty, and 
the fields ripening to harvest, when the flower sending 
forth its perfume by your side, and the brook gliding 
along at your feet, have all been speaking to you, have 
you not felt, " Everything in nature is doing God's will, 
and answering God's expectation," and you have sighed 
as you have asked yourself, " Am I too ? " Has there 
never been a time when you have been oppressed with 
business, and felt jaded with the ceaseless doing in life, 
so that you have prayed to have thrown around your 
restlessness His rest? Have you never felt in some 
awful moments, which will flash across the life, that 
there is an utter weariness and desolation in mere hu- 
man being, and that true satisfaction can only come 
from the Eternal and Divine ? Have you never envied 
the " beauty of holiness," as you have seen it reflected 
in the Kfe of some one you loved and respected? and 
has the cry never come from you, **0 that I knew 
where* / could find Him ? " 

Have you never thought of yourself as some day 
being a corpse, all the powers in which you delight, 
stilled and silent for ever? Perhaps you have never 
dared to think of your soul going forth firom its hiding- 
place in the body, shelterless and hopeless. And going 
whither? Perhaps you have never felt the shadow of 
the "outer darkness " stealing over you, and have never 
cried out of those depths for the light. But you cannot 
be honest with your own convictions, and say that there 
have never been within you the pleadings of the Spirit, 
nor can you lay to the charge of Christ'^s Church that 
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the opportunities of knowing Him have never been 
oflfered to you. I do not know anything that affords a 
greater pleasure to the Christian man than to think how 
vast and various are the "means of grace" — as the 
phrase goes — for winning souls to Christ. The genera- 
tions that are gone have scattered seed upon the waters, 
which is springing up in every direction ; the ingenuity 
of Christianity in devising new plans to arrest thought 
and gain a hearing was never so fully developed in any 
age of the world as that in which we live. And not 
one of you can say that you have not had, and still 
have, the fullest opportunity of accepting all that the 
Gospel oflfers. Every Sunday brings its unspoken ser- 
mon ; the mere fact of a day for worship, whether ac- 
cepted or not, is a voice from God. Every church or 
chapel, whether in the crowded city or the quiet country 
lane, is a text from which the most illiterate may make 
a very practical sermon. Every street preacher who 
sends but a broken link in the chain of truth in some 
casual sentence to a passer-by, every tract distributor 
who deUvers his leaflet, no matter whether it is torn 
and trampled under foot or not ; every shop window 
holding in it the illuminated passage of Scripture, 
whether pondered or not; every Bible lying on the 
table of the waiting-room in the railway station, whether 
read or not ; every print-shop exhibiting some scene from 
Bible history, whether looked upon as a mere picture 
or not; every hoarding with its placards announcing 
sermons and special services, whether duly considered 
or not : all these things, and a hundred more, are in- 
strumentalities holding in them the means to arrest 
thought, and so lead men to the Saviour. And there is 
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one perpetual preacher whose voice is heard and recog- 
nised by all humanity. His name is Death. Oh how 
gladly we would forget that such a power exists ! But 
we cannot, " The mourners go about the street." The 
shutters are up, the blinds are drawn. And there is 
the churchyard. Vulgar superstition is conscious of its 
influence; infidelity staggers before it; carelessness and 
indifference try, but try in vain, to live in its presence. 
And there is the funeral pfocession. If an angel or 
some spiritual being could write a history of a funeral 
procession, and tell us all the thoughts it had called 
forth in the minds of passers-by, what a strange and 
awful narrative it would be ! 

But let us now, having shown that salvation has been 
offered to you in the past, try and find out what that 
salvation is, and how it may yet be obtained. 
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This is the Way ; walk ye in it" — ^ISA. xzx. 2U 




IN has come into the world, and death by sin. 
We have only to look around us, or within 
us, to be convinced that this statement of 
Holy Scripture is a great and awful fact. " The world 
lieth in the wicked one.'* In the beginning man was 
created in the image of God ; but now sin has marred 
the image. Once man was pure, and holy, and per- 
fectly happy— happy because he was holy; but "his 
purity and his paradise stood and fell together," and sin 
has set a great gulf between man and God, between 
earth and heaven. Why sin was allowed to enter the 
world; why universal death was permitted to reign; 
why Satan was allowed to become the god of this world, 
are mysteries which Scripture does not attempt to ex- 
plain, and which it is not necessary for us to know. 
Enough for us is the fact that sin Aas come into the 
world, and death by sin. The burden of God's revela- 
tion to man, therefore, is not to explain these mysteries, 
but to teach that, although these things are, yet the 
Father is not willing that any should perish ; and the 
"plan of salvation," as it is called, is the wonderful 
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Story of the grace of God in sending His sinless Son to 
bear the world's sin. So that, although sin is in the 
world, God has provided a perfect atonement for it, 
although death reigns, provision is made for life ever- 
lasting; although paradise is lost, heaven is opened; 
although man has fallen from holiness, he can be rein- 
stated in the perfect righteousness of Christ 

The bringing about of all this is salvation. Salva- 
tion is the free gift of God. Man had nothing to 
do with it, can have nothing to do with it God devised 
the plan, and carried it out to perfection. It was not 
an after-thought of His, called out by reason of man's 
necessity ; it was because He foresaw our necessity, and 
made provision for it before the foundation of the 
world. It was not because man wanted God, but be- 
cause God wanted man; not because we first loved 
Him, but because He first loved us* 

Salvation is not only the free gift of God, but it is 
the gift of God free to all. It was not for the few that 
He went to the tremendous cost of securing it ; not for 
the little eclectic circle who would wish to be called the 
elect of God. He so loved " the world," that He gave 
His only-begotten Son to save it, and the invitation to 
accept His free gift is to " whosoever wilL" 

How is this salvation to be obtained ? 

I. Not by works. If man could have saved himself, 
it would not have been necessary for God to have be- 
come incarnate in order that He might save us. If 
man could save himself, the Book of God would have 
to be re-written, and all the conditions of spiritual life 
altered. Prayers, ahns, penances, — these are not the 
Christ 



THE WAY AND THE LIFE. 43 

II. Not by introspection. Have I repented enough ? 
Do I believe enough ? Am I grieved enough for sin ? 
Do I sufficiently realise the wonderfulness of salvation ? 
Questions like these may puzzle the brains of the 
inquirer; but let him learn that salvation is not the 
exercise of faith in faith, or faith in repentance, or faith 
in tears, or faith in anything save God in Christ. 

III. Not by faith in any creed. Dogmas, arguments, 
propositions, — these are not the Christ. It is possible 
to give a full and intelligent assent and consent to every 
doctrine contained in the Bible, and to do this earnestly 
and conscientiously, and yet to be destitute of salvation. 
Christ came not into the world to give a creed, but a life. 

IV. Not by merely desiring it. " I should like to be 
saved, I want to be saved," is the saying of thousands. 
And they rest aj; this. But desiring that Christ may be 
mine is no more salvation than desiring a house may be 
mine is taking possession of it. 

How is this salvation to be obtained ? 

1. The first step is one which has already taken place 
— ^the knowledge of the world*s sin, and the world's 
need of One who can redeem. Reduce it now each 
one to his own sphere, — I have sinned, and I need a 
Saviour, — and then you are in a position to see Him 
who is " the propitiation for our sins ; and not for ours 
only, but for the sins of the whole world." 

2. The next step is to believe that God is true ; that 
when He says He loves the world, and is ready to save 
it, loves me; and is ready to save me; to believe it. To 
believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God ; that He is 
able and willing to take away all sin, and create a new 
life. 
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3. To accept and appropriate that which you believe. 
To yield yourself solemnly, earnestly, lovingly, to Him 
who calls you. 

And that acceptance is conversion. It is the turning- 
point of the life. The modes may be as various as the 
circumstances of the life are ; but the change itself is 
always thus : (i) Our need of a Saviour; (2) Faith in 
God's revelation of a Saviour; (3) Acceptance of that 
Saviour. 

Brethren, are you in earnest in seeking Him who has 
promised to be found of those who seek ? If you are, 
do not be discouraged, though you may not yet be able 
to say, " My Lord, and my God I " Though you may 
not even have got so far as to say, " Lord, I believe, 
help thou mine unbelief;" pray on, seek on. The love 
of Jesus for you is greater than your love for Him. He 
is more anxious to say to you, '^ My son," than you are 
to say to Him, " My Saviour ! " If you are really in 
earnest, you have no cause, no right, to fear. He has 
said in a hundred ways, and pledged His sacred word, 
that if you seek you shail find. As He is Truth so 
surely must He be your Saviour, if you seek Him in 
simple faith. Any difficulty in the way of seeing Him 
as your wisdom, your righteousness, your sanctification, 
your redemption, is not the result of any unwillingness 
on His part, but yours and the adversary of your souL 
What you want is the unreserved determination to take 
the Saviour at His word, as the mariner trusts his ship 
when he embarks upon it, or the patient trusts the 
physician when he yields his case into his hands. Jesus 
''stands at the door,'' patiently, lovingly, watchfidly, 
and knocks. That is His work; that He has done, 
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and is doing. Your work is to throw open the door 
and receive the Heavenly Guest You cannot be saved 
until you do. He will not force it open. Jesus cries, 
" Come unto me," as clearly, as pointedly, as if you 
were the only one for whom He died. Your work is to go 
to Him. He will not force you into His presence. Jesus 
is waiting and willing to bear all the burden of your sin 
and sorrows, but your work is to ^Uast your burden on the 
Lord.*' Jesus is the Lamb of God, taking away the sin 
of the world. You must ^'' behold the Lanib^^, "look unto 
Him," before you can be saved. Brethren, stand not 
listlessly still, waiting for salvation. You have work to 
do, easy work ; it is but to accept what is done. You 
cannot be saved by works, nor can you be saved with- 
out. You have to stretch out the hand, walk forth to 
the Cross, bow down to the feet of the Saviour, and 
take the offered salvation. He gives all the strength to 
do this ; He gives all the blessing when it is done. He 
told the blind man to go to the pool and wash, and he 
came back seeing. It was Christ who gave the sight ; 
the water of the pool was utterly valueless in itself as a 
cure; but if the man had not gone to the pool and 
washed, he would have lived and* died in darkness. 
The Israelites looked to the brazen serpent, and were 
cured \ there was no virtue in the serpent itself; then, 
as in Hezekiah's time, it might have been called " Ne- 
hushtan," mere brass; but had they not looked to it, 
they would all have perished in the wilderness. So 
with us, we have first of all to do the will of God, 

** Ours not to make reply," 

ours not to argue as to the theological grounds of this, 
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or that, or the other; but to show our faith by our first 
works. It is not much that we have to do ; the sim- 
plicity of it staggers the faith of many. It was not 
much for that publican to do, to strike upon his breast 
and breathe that prayexs ; but he went down to his house 
justified, — at saved man. It was not much for that thief 
to do, to turn his head and raise that cry ; but that day 
he was in Paradise. It is not much for you to do, to 
lay your sins, your sorrows, your resolutions, at the foot 
of the Cross. But in that act your brue life will com- 
mence; that act the Father, and the Son, and the 
Spirit are waiting for; the Church on earth and the 
Church in heaven wait for it ; and that act will settle 
the great and awful question of your everlasting destiny. 
It is so easy, we can hardly grasp the idea that so many 
wonderful issues hang upon it But in' that act is the 
transfer of sin for holiness, sorrow for gladness, death 
for life. Do you remember Luther's advice to Spen- 
lein ? He says to him, " Learn to say, * Thou, Lord 
Jesus, Thou art my righteousness ; and I, I am Thy sin. 
Thou hast taken what was mine, and given me what 
was Thine. WTiat Thou wast not, that Thou hast 
become, in order that I might become what I was 
not' " 

And that is salvation, and how it is to be obtained. 

Will you take in a kindly spirit a word of earnest 
exhortation? If thoughts of salvation, desires, after a 
holier life, longings for peace, have been striving in 
your heart, for your soul's sake, and for Christ's sake 
who died to redeem it, do not let them pass away and 
die. If you put off the settlement of this question, if 
you say to Jesus, *fNot now, Lord," believe me you 
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will do it at the peril of your soul. God forbid that you 
should do it ; that you should crucify afresh the Son of 
man; that you should slight His tender, infinitely 
tender Jove ! He may go away, not to return. He has 
not said, " By-and-by is the accepted time." No ; it is 
twm^ and if you should let it slip, and if you should 
stand at the bar of God without a Saviour to plead for 
you, without a robe of righteousness to cover you, be 
sure the bitterness of that time, and the horror of that 
gfeat darkness in your soul, will be the /eeling, " I 
might have had salvation ; I might now have been wel- 
comed into the land of light; but I trifled away my 
opportunity." Fearful as will be the words, "Depart 
from me," they will not have the terrible sting in them 
that those words which will ring eternally in the memory 
will have, " Ye would not come unto me that ye might 
have life." 

Yield now to Him, accept now the great salvation, 
and lie will bless you, and make you a blessing. 




Poor, indeed, thon most be, if around tbee 
Thou no ray of life and joy canst throw ; 

If no silken cord of love hath bound thee 
To some little world through weal and woe. 

If no dear eyes thy fond love can bnghten. 
No fond voices answer to thine own ; 

If no brother s sorrow thou canst lighten. 
By daily sympathy and gentle tone. 

Not by deeds that the crowd applauses, 
Not by works that give the world renown, 

Not by martyrdom nor vaunted crosses 

Canst thou win and wear the immortal crown. 

Daily struggling, though enclosed and lonely. 
Every day a rich reward will give ; 

Thou wilt find, by hearty striving only. 
And holy loving, thou canst truly live; 



V. 



" Lead me in ft plain pa&, because of diem diat obsenre me.** 




ITH the joyM assurance tbat sin is paidoned 
I and salvation obtained, there always comes, 
or always should come, the earnest desire to 
do something in token of gratehil love for those great 
and unspeakable mercies. What wilt thou have me to 
do ? How may I best tell around what a dear Saviour 
I have found ? What sphere of usefulness can I take ? 
These and similar questions are ever upon the lips of 
the young convert And giving way to feehng rather 
than to judgment, having plenty of zeal and but little 
knowledge, grave mistakes are often made at the very 
outset of the Christian life : running without being sent 
beginning to build without first counting the cost, going 
to a warfare at one's own charges; all such exploits 
will result in failure. Do not check your enthusiasm or 
your zeal, but seek aright channel into which they may be 
directed. Will you accept a few plain hints which may 
assist you ? 

I. Remember that conversion is a starting-point not 
a goal. It is the commencement, not the consum- 
mation, of the Christian life. It is the safe depositing 
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of the seed which is to develop into fruit-bearing. Con- 
version may be sudden, growth in grace must be gradual : 
" first the blade, then the ear, then the full com in the 
ear.** The spiritual life is to be developed as actually, 
as progressively, as symmetrically, as the physical. The 
feet must not be set to run until the limbs are fit for 
the race ; strong meat must not be eaten until the di- 
gestive organs are prepared for the food ; and so on. 

It is to be a daily, not a Sabbath-day growth. It is 
not to be left off and taken up again at stated times. 
The workshop, the play-ground, the home circle, the 
recreative hours, the daily engagements of whatever 
kind, these all are ordained to minister to our growth 
in grace. 

2. Conversion places you in a new world; "old 
things are passed away, behold, all things are become 
new." Your home may be the same, but it becomes 
the sphere of new duties ; your daily occupation may 
be the same, but it is under a new mastership — you 
serve the Lord Christ Your temperament will be the 
same, but its tendencies have to be directed into new 
channels : for your life is changed. You are now no 
longer your own; you are " bought with a price." Sin 
has no more dominion over you, for you are made free 
from sin. Satan has no claim upon you ; you are trans- 
lated out of the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom 
of God's dear Son. The world has no claim upon you ; 
for " ye are not of the world even as He is not of the 
world.** Your time, your talents, your mental and 
bodily powers — none of these are yours ; for " ye are 
Christ's.** Before, you were led captive by Satan at his 
will ; now, you are introduced into the glorious liberty 
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of the children of God. Once you were in the far 
country; now, you have a child's place and portion in 
the Father's home. You were dead in trespasses and 
sins, /but now the life that you live is Christ's life in 
you; you were sometime darkness, but now are you 
light in the Lord. You may not yet realise all these 
blessings and privileges — it is not probable that you 
will ; for at present yours is but an infant life, you are 
but a babe in Christ ; but as you grow in grace and in 
knowledge you will apprehend that for which you are 
apprehended of Him. Cleave hold, however, to this 
one thought from the very first and never let it go, — "I 
am not my own but Christ's." 

3. That you are the possessor of a new life cannot 
long be kept a secret; nor should it be. The lamp 
once lighted must shine. It may be but dimly at first ; 
it may be wavering and flickering, but still the light 
must shine. "Christians are compared to light, not 
lightning." You need not to flash the light about. 
Never seek to dazzle the eyes of others with it ; never 
call attention to it ; but let it shine steadily in its ap- 
pointed place. Where is that place? Everywhere; 
but specially and primarily in the home, Men do not 
light a candle and set it under a bushel, but on a candle- 
stick; ^^ and it giveth light to all that areinthe houseP 
This is using figurative language in a literal sense, but 
Scripture and experience warrant such an application of 
the words. Your first work for the Master is that which 
lies nearest at hand. There are too many professing 
Christians, who shine brilliantly in the Church and in 
" the vineyard," as they call the public sphere of acti- 
vity; but who put on the extinguisher as soon as ever 
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they get home. Love stands first, midst, and last, in 
all Christian duty. It is the foundation and the super- 
structure, the necessity and the adornment of the Chris- 
tian life. Lacking this, you lack all. None of the other 
graces can have an existence unless based upon this. 
See to it, then, first and foremost, that your new life 
makes you a better son, or brother, or husband, or 
father. If you have been living at enmity with any 
one around you, especially your own kindred, here is 
the scene of your new work. Do not be so rash and 
inconsistent as to go out to preach the gospel of love to 
others, until you have preached it, not in " word only, 
but in deed and in truth," in your own home. What 
will they think of your Christi?tnity if you let envy, 
hatred, malice, or uncharitableness prevail in your con- 
duct amongst your home associations, and yet profess 
to have had " the love of God shed abroad in your 
heart ?" Hear what the Scripture says : " If a man say 
I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar, for he 
that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can 
he love God whom he hath not seen ?" And hear what 
our Divine Master has said upon this subject : " If thou 
bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that 
thy brother hast aught against thee, leave there thy gift 
before the altar y and go thy way, first be reconciled to 
thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift" You 
may offer beautiful prayers in the sanctuary; deliver 
touching appeals from the pulpit or the desk; teach 
affectionately your class in the school ; but if you come 
home to show want of affection to your kindred, disre- 
spect to your parents, coldness to those who have the 
first claim on your love and your influence for good — if 
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you are surly, and snappish, and wrathful — ^you need in 
earnest prayer and penitence to think well over youi 
ways; to carefully reconsider whether you have ever 
known Christ, or the power of His salvation, at all, 
for one in a certain place says, " If any man among you 
seemeth to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, 
that man's religion is vain." Most earnestly would I 
press home this subject as one too often neglected, and 
yet all-important. The Christian life is a life of love ; 
and if the light of love does not shine in the house and 
home — if it is not a practical every-day matter, — what- 
ever else you may do, you will begin at the wrong end 
by leaving this undone. 

4. Be diligent in your attendance upon the outward 
ordinances of religion. But beware of making these 
ordinances hindrances rather than helps. That is a 
poor, sickly constitution which has to be supported by 
sti!hiulants, and that is a poor religious life which is 
nurtured on sermons and prayer meetings and Bible- 
classes. Accept all these in their proper time and place, 
and thank God for them ; but if the choice has to be 
made whether you must give up time for private study 
of the word, or time for the public reading of it, give up 
the latter. If you have to choose between the public 
prayer meeting and the hour of private prayer and medi- 
tation, choose the latter. The direct personal teaching 
of the Master Himself is the aid of aids to your spiritual 
life. Ife is the strength of your life. 

It seems to me that there are two great mistakes 
made by religious people, and especially by those who are 
just setting out in the Christian life. One is to think 
that we show our religion, and improve it, by going 
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through a never-ending round of attendances on these 
outward " means. " There are hundreds of well-meaning 
people who whenever the church doors are open think 
it is their duty to go in. Meetings, meetings, meetings, 
from year's end to year's end. Religious life consisteth 
not in the abundance of meetings one attendeth. 
Make it a rule never to go at the expense of home 
duties, or private study; and remember that not at 
Jerusalem, nor yet in this mountain or that, shall men 
worship the Father. Be diligent, we say it again, in 
your attendance upon the outward ordinances of reli- 
gion, but let it be a " reasonable service " which you 
render ; and do not forget that by the well, or in the 
city, at the counter, or the desk, in the home, in the 
morning walk, in the friendly chat, in the twilight medi- 
tation, God may be worshipped as truly, as lovingly, 
and as acceptably. 

The other mistake is to think that the sphere of our 
work for Christ must necessarily be a public one. 
If God has given you ability to speak, lift up your voice 
and stay not ; or let him that teacheth wait on his 
teaching; whatever your talent may be, "stir up the 
gift that is in thee," and use it well for your loving 
Master. But have an eye to the fitness and proportion 
of things. There are too many who get involved in a 
network of engagements ; who have " no leisure," who" 
are always giving out and never taking in, who are on 
every platform, have "a few words" to say at every 
meeting, take part in every thing, and fancy themselves 
necessary to every thing, — every society or committee 
needs their assistance. And these are called " willing 
workers," and no doubt they are. But a little done 
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well is better than a great deal done badly. Steady 
work, with a due proportion of time given to it, is bet- 
ter than the dissipation and excitement of religious life 
which saps up the true spiritual life of so many. One 
earnest, prayerful, religious effort is better than a hun- 
dred "turns" at religious machinery, which grinds 
down many a religious life to powder. Do not misun- 
derstand me. Worship the Saviour at the appointed 
places, and in the appointed way. Work for the 
Saviour (not that you may be saved, but because you 
are saved) in the sphere to which His providence may 
call you; but in these things, as in everything else, 
" let your moderation b^ known unto all men." 



->c^^^ff^^ 



Lamp of our feet whereby we trace 

Our path when wont to stray ; 
Stream from the fount of heavenly grace, 

Brook by the traveller's way : 

Bread of our souls whereon we feed. 

True manna from on high; 
Our guide and chart wherein we read 

Of realms beyond the sky. 

Lord, grant us all aright to learn 

The wisdom it. imparts ; 
And to its heavenly teachings turn 

With simple child-like hearts. 

Bernard Barton, 



VL 




*« Order my footsteps in Thy Wdrd." 

He Bible has now become a new book to you. 
Before it was a sacred history, a beautiful, 
the most beautiful collection of poems and 
parables, precepts and promises, that the world ever 
knew or can know. But now it is all radiant with the 
light of the Holy Ghost. It was the word of know- 
ledge ; it is now the word of life. It was God's revela- 
tion to the world ; it is now God's revelation to you. 
Every story has a new interest, every promise has a 
personality, and next to the unspeakable gift of Christ 
is this inestimable treasure, the Word of God; of all 
God's good and perfect gifts, the best, the most perfect, 
and perhaps the most neglected* Accept a few hints 
which may help you to have the word of Christ dwell 
in you richly. 

Read it Not for the sake of finding out secret 
things which belong to God, but to find His revealed 
will. Not merely for the sake of intellectual recreation, 
but as that which shall satisfy the need of your soul, 
and stablish, strengthen, and settle you in your most 
holy faith. Not for the sake of appearances ; but as 
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you take your necessary food for the body, so come to 
this for the nourishment upon which your inner life is 
dependent Not with an eye for discrepancies, but 
with a simple, childlike confidence in the Father who 
teaches His children through the instrumentality of this 
word. Not in order to be posted up in the controver- 
sies of the day, but that you may learn the will of the 
Father, and gain the strength to do His will more per- 
fectly. Read your Bible, i. Prayerfully, In prayer 
you speak to God; in reading the Scriptures God 
speaks to you. Pray therefore, " Speak, Lord, for thy 
servant heareth," before you commence your study. 
Ask that the Holy Spirit may assist you, and lead you 
into the truth, according to the promise. Ask that 
what you are about to read may abide in your memory, 
and be as seed which is sown in good ground, that 
it may bring forth fruit in your own life; ask that 
it may be the means of furnishing you with material 
which shall some day come out from your storehouse to 
enrich others. And if you are in circumstances of 
special need — if business anxieties, or family sorrows, 
or soul depressions are harassing you — pray that you 
may find in your study of the Word that which shall 
relieve you of your burden, or give you strength to bear 
it. 

2. Read it reverently. If wrong thoughts come into 
your mind when you read, close the book, and ask God 
to send forth His light and His truth. If you are 
tempted to say in your heart, " I cannot believe this, or 
I will not believe that," check yourself in the midst of 
such feelings, and remember that God holds the expia- 
tion of every difliiculty, and that those who are willing 
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to be taught He will teach; while those who set up 
their own judgment as the standard to which the divine 
^ord should bend, He will "blind their eyes and 
harden their hearts, so that they shall not see with 
their eyes, nor understand." If you find yourself 
launched out into difficulties, and, without setting up 
your judgment as a standard, yet fail to understand, do 
not grow impatient, do not quarrel with the Divine 
Author ; do not indulge in irreverent regrets and mur- 
murings that you cannot yet see, neither perceive. 
One, himself inspired, confessed "there are many things 
hard to be understood" in the Scriptures. But as in 
the natural life there are many kinds of food which 
would be poison if given to infants, and yet are strength 
and nourishment to the full-grown man ; so in the 
Scriptures there are kinds of food which in our spiritual 
infancy we could not bear — ^food which God withholds 
because we cannot " inwardly digest " it. Reverently 
acknowledge the wisdom of God; and if you are in 
darkness, wait patiently for the light. 

3. Read it carefully. There is a wonderful deal of 
superstition about Bible-reading ; some people seem to 
think that if they read off a chapter or a few verses 
morning and evening, that they have done their duty, 
and some magical effect will follow. Some think that 
one text a day learnt by heart is the best, and they 
strive during the day to bring their minds to think about 
this isolated, fragmentary chip from the mosaic Some 
think a good book of Morning Thoughts, or Evening 
Meditations, with a little bit of God's Word, and a 
great deal of men's words, ending up with a verse more 
or less appropriate, and more or less poetic, is all the 
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same as Bible study, .because done for them by those 
who know more than they do about such things. 
Brethren, beware of all this ; God hates hypocrisy, and 
all these miserably shallow expedients to save the 
trouble of study, and to avoid the path of duty, are an 
offence unto Him. There is nothing that can take the 
place of prayerful, reverent, careful Bible study. What- 
ever else you may do without, you cannot do with- 
out this. And in proportion as you have ability to 
study, so will be your condemnation as you neglect it. 

4. Read it intelligently. Do not be satisfied with 
crumbs ; do not pamper yourself with mince-meat ; do 
not pick and choose, but take the whole book, and 
receive " all Scripture as given by inspiration of God, 
and as profitable." It may help you as it has helped 
many, to have some such simple plan as this: Ask 
yourself repeatedly. Who? When? Where? Why? 
What? As Who wrote this chapter? When was it 
written ? Where was it written ? Why was it written ? 
What was its lesson to those for whom it was written ? 
WhcU is its lesson for me ? Self-questioning upon what 
we read, and as we read, is a very great aid to impress- 
ing it upon our memory, and stimulating us to study. 
Accept the helps which are so abundant; bring your 
lexicon, your atlas, your geography, your ancient his- 
tory, all of them to bear upon what you are reading ; 
but when you come to the practical part, the Divine 
teaching in the lessou, do not fly at once to your com- 
mentary to get another man's mind to do duty for 
yours. If you never heard where Bashan was, all the 
thinking in the world would not help you, nor will the 
Spirit of God enlighten you ; go at once to your books. 



THE WAY AND IHE LIFE. 65 

and find out : but if you come to some precept, or pro- 
mise, or parable, some strange providential circumstance 
in a life, consider this for yourself, search out from the 
book itself for light upon the book ; question yourself 
as to the meaning of it, and if you see it to be an im- 
portant thing to know, pray for help to understand ; and 
then you will feel the help of the Spirit, and know the 
power of the Word. After thaty go to the commentary 
if you will, and profit by the thoughts of others, taught, 
doubtless, by that same Spirit ; but you go then to share 
your thought with them ; whereas, if you have taken 
their thought, and made it your own at the first, you 
have deprived yourself of that better help, and of the 
impetus to fresh study which one discovery made for 
one's self always gives. 

5. Read it systematically. The Bible is not a mere 
scrap-book, one page of which may be read at random 
without any reference to the rest. It is a complete and 
perfect whole. Every book bears upon every other 
book; every chapter on every chapter; almost every 
verse upon some other verse. The Old Testament 
cannot be intelligently read independently of the New, 
nor the New of the Old. One dispensation cannot be 
understood without understanding the others. There 
are many plans proposed for the best methods of study- 
ing the Bible. Some advocate reading it through from 
beginning to end. This may be done with advantage, 
but it is not a course we should recommend without 
caution ; for although we should wish the whole Bible 
to be studied, we do not think the most satisfactory 
mode is to study the whole Bible at once. It is not a 
book to read straight through, if you would read to edi- 
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ficadon. Pre-eminently the Bible is a book to be 
searched; and if we would trace its progressive character 
— see the development of its revelations — ^we must 
trace subjects in their connections throughout the Scrip- 
tures, remembering that redemption is the central fact, 
and the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ the central per- 
son in the sacred Scriptures. Select, therefore, such a 
subject as " Sacrifice,** and trace it from the faint allu- 
sion in Gen. iii., through the ages, marking the diflferent 
aspects of it, the increasing light upon it, the laws con- 
cerning it, the truths involved in it, and so on through 
the Scriptures, till you come to the records in the 
Gospel of Jesus, who was led as a Lamb to the slaughter, 
the One Sacrifice for sin, and onwards till you see the 
central figure in heaven, Jesus, " as a Lamb that had 
been slain.** Or select such a subject as the Utterances 
of God. In Eden, '^ walking in the garden in the cool 
of the evening,*' in the burning bush, in the pillar of 
cloud and fire, in the shekinah, by the angels, by holy 
men of old, and so on and on till " the Word ** became 
flesh. Or take the predictions as to the advent of the 
Messiah, and from the general and in itself incompre- 
hensible promise in Gen. iii., trace the unfolding of the 
revelation of God through the ages, until in the fulness 
of time you see all the predictions fulfilled in the person 
of the God-Man. Study the types and symbols of 
redemption, and see in Exodus and Leviticus the germ 
of the Gospel, the shadows of good things to come ; 
then read the Gospel, and the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
and find the explanation and the commentary. 

A plan of study of this kind will assist you much 
more than going " straight through " with the Book. In 
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like manner study the biographies of the Bible; take 
Moses, for example — ^read all the personal histoty of 
this man of God — study the lessons of his life-— adquaint 
yourself with the man, and then with his mission, — see 
the motives which actuated him, the principles which 
governed him — compare and contrast him with others, 
especially with Him who came as a prophet like unto 
Moses — ^try to live in thought in the scenes in which he 
lived, and mingle with the men amongst whom he 
mingled. Now in order to do all this you must search 
the Scriptures, select your readings, arrange your sub- 
jects, and make the life a study ^ — and such labour 
honestly done will bring a rich reward with it 

Let me conclude this paper with one or two practical 
suggestions. 

1. Do not attempt to instruct others in the Word 
until you have been taught yourself. Do not " cram " 
yourself with a subject, and then go to a class to teach 
that Do not make the mistake which so many make, 
that conversion includes the gift of teaching and the 
requisite materials to teach with. Your place is at 
home, in earnest prayerful study, and you must learn 
line upon line, precept upon precept, here a little and 
there a little — ^until in process of time you will become 
a workman who needeth not to be ashamed, having 
learned how to rightly divine the Word of Truth. Your 
first work for Christ should be work for yourself — seek- 
ing how you may best qualify yourself to serve Him. 
Will you not, therefore, for Christ's sake, who com- 
manded you to search the Scriptures, set by one or two 
evenings a week for close, earnest study of the Word ? 
It will do you a vast deal more good than running 
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about to meetings of " mutual admiration societies/' and 
it will be work that will abide. 

2. Accustom yourself to the use of your own Bible. 
Get a good one — small, so that you can easily carry it 
about with you— clear, so that you may read it with 
comfort Let it have maps, references, and good wide 
tnarginSk By using one book constantly, it is surprising 
with what facility passages may be found in that par- 
ticular book which you could not in any other. 

3. Procure, if you can, an interleaved Bible also. A 
capital one, of convenient size, with good paper, is pub- 
lished by Charles Courtier & Sons, 1 1 Paternoster Row, 
for about 12 s. or t4s. As you study, make your notes 
roughly — as you hear from the pulpit thoughts which 
are worth hearing, jot them down, and then copy in a 
condensed form, and in very small writing, so as to 
economise space, into your book. How much of valu- 
able information is lost for want of fastening it down on 
paper ! Of all interesting books that you will ever have 
in your possession — of all helpful books to aid your 
memory in recalling former studies — of all practical 
books to test your own growth in knowledge and in 
grace — ^and of all books to leave behind you as a legacy 
to loved ones when you are called away, none could be 
better than a well-used interleaved Bible. 
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To heep Tbj bucst czcrrani ; 
So Tbee is ferdi "me fiZ^w, 
And traae Try psii of i jt^ 

Up to Tbr ihraoe above: 

• ■ - • 

Into Thy deaA bppdied, 

O kt ns widi Thee dic^ 
And cicdbe ns wiih Thy risen Ilf^ 

And vkoI]y sancdfy ; 
So^ fineed from the oM nature^ 

And nmsomed by Thy blood. 
May we pass on to glory, 

Alife with TlMe to God. 



VIL 

"Make me to go in the path of Thy commandinfnts,' 




N£ of the earliest inqiiiries of the young con* 
vert will be, — ^What are the commands of my 
Master as to my relationship with His people, 
and as to the observance of the sacraments? ~ These 
questions of baptism, Chmrh membership, initiation, 
communion, fellowship of the saints, need to be care- 
fully and earnestly considered, and of all questions they 
are the ones that need to be looked at without prejudice 
or bias, taking for the rule of conduct and the only safe 
guide, the Word of God« The remarks that I shall 
make on this subject are written in an unsectarian spirit, 
without the least wish to uphold the doctrines of any 
particular Church or section of the Church. 

Let us then look at these questions simply in the 
light of our Mastei^s words, " If ye love Me, keep My 
commandments,^ Surely we need no appeal more 
touching, or more calculated to rouse us to earnest 
prayerful thought, than these d3ring words of our Lord. 

It b very often that the first inquiries are, " What is 
the teaching of the Church upon the subject? What 
says this catechism or that about the matter? How 
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does the minister or friend, through whose instrumen- 
tality I have been able to choose 'the better part/ 
regard it ? How has it been followed by those of my 
own family and friends, whose Christian life I admire, 
and whose faith I would follow ?" But this is beginning 
at the wrong end. The first question is. Lord, what 
wilt TTiou have me to do? It may be that He will 
direct you into one of the courses intimated above, but 
it makes all the difference in your joy whether you adopt 
that course because of preconceived ideas, or because 
the Good Spirit leads you personally and directly into 
that course as yom: own act and deed in obedience to 
the will of Christ. 

In the first place, we would say, in consideration of 
this subject, that the Scriptures of the New Testament 
nowhere countenance the idea that belief is hereditary, 
that faith runs in families, that because our fathers held 
this creed or that, this form of worship or that, that 
therefore their children should follow the same ; nowhere 
do they teach that children are bom members of any 
church : on the contrary, that there are no true mem- 
bers of the Church of Christ who have not experienced 
the "new birth" and personally accepted salvation; 
nowhere do they teach that the wishes of even godly 
parents are to regulate our choice in this matter ; but 
our own personal conviction of what is God's will It 
is this subject that has been the source of much perse- 
cution, much suflfering for Christ's sake. It was the 
principle involved in it which made our Lord say, " I 
am conae to set a man at variance against his father, 
and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter- 
in-law against her mother-in-law. And a man's foes 
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shall be they of his own household. For he that loveth 
father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me j 
and he that loveth son or daughter more than Me is 
not worthy of Me. And he that taketh not his cross, 
and foUoweth after Me, is not worthy of Me" — (Matt. 

X. 35-38-) 

It is hard to hav^J to thwart the wishes of parents and 

friends ; it is hard to separate yourselves from those you 

dearly love ; it is hard to come forth courageously to 

confess Christ in some way which may be opposed to 

the form of worship they have followed ; it is hard to 

stand firmly for your conscientious conviction of duty 

and of principle, perhaps having to bear ridicule, which 

is worse than reproach. But listen to the voice of the 

Master, " Ifyg love M^ keep my commandments." 

Let us think first about baptism, and, dismissing all 
tradition, simply find replies from the Scriptures to a 
few questions on the subject 

Is it a command ? Hear what our Lord says in re* 
ply : " Go ye and teach all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of th^ Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost, teaching them to observe all things whatsoever 
I have commanded you." — (Matt xxviiL 19, 20.) " He 
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved." — (Mark 
xvi. 16.) 

Did the Apostles re-echo this command of Christ ? 
Yes. Peter taught in obedience to the commission, and 
said," Repent, and be baptized, every one 01 you, in the 
name of Jesus Christ, for the remission of sins, and ye 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost" — (Acts ii. 37, 

38.) 

Did the Apostles cairy out this command? Yes. 
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Peter baptized (Acts x. 48), Philip baptized (Acts viiL 
12, 38), Paul baptized (i Cor. L 14). 

Who were the subjects of baptism? As far as the 
record goes believers, and only believers ; those to whom 
the Gospel had been preached as Christ commanded ; 
those who had repented as Peter exhorted. In every 
instance given in the Scripture this is the invariable 
rule. There is no statement in Scripture that the rite 
was ever performed on unconscious children ; although 
it is contended by some that it might have been, as 
whole " households " are referred to as being baptized, * 
and these may have included children. No hint is 
given either by our Lord or His apostles, as to any but 
believers being eligible to receive baptism ; and repent- 
ance towards God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ 
are everywhere taught to be the necessary qualifications. 
Hear what the Scriptures say about the subjects of bap- 
tism : " They that gladly received the word were bap- 
tized" (Acts il 41). "When they believed Philip 
preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God 
and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both 
men and women" (Acts viii. 12). The eunuch wanted 
to know what was the necessary requirement, and Philip 
said, " If thou believest with all thine heart thou mayest 
(be baptized) " (Acts viii. 37). Paul asks, with reference 
to certain converts, " Can any man forbid water that 
these should not be baptized, which have received the 
Holy Ghost as well as we?* — (Acts x. 47. See also 
Acts xvL 15, 33 ; xviii. 8 ; xix. 4, &c.) 

What does baptism signify? Death and resurrection. 
The putting away of the old life — the starting forth in 
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the new. It means going down into the grave with 
Christ, and coming forth in the power of a resurrection 
life. '' Know ye not that so many of us as were baptized 
into Jesus Christ were baptized into His death ? There- 
fore we are buried with Him by baptism into death ; 
that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in 
newness of life " (Rom. vi. 3-5). " Buried with Him in 
baptism, wherein also ye are risen with Him through 
the faith of the operation of GU>d, who hath raised Him 
from the dead'* (Col. ii 12). 

Baptism signifies, also, a profession of Christ, an ac- 
ceptance of His doctrines, and is the initiatory act by 
which confession of faith in Him is made prior to join- 
ing in fellowship with His people. " As many of you 
as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ " 
(Gal. iii 27). 

What should be the mode of baptism? That which 
shall best express the sjrmbol. The symbol is going 
down into the place of death — being buried — and com- 
ing up again in resurrection life. It is but a symbol. 
The water is mere water, as in the sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper the bread is mere bread. Nevertheless, 
as in the one the breaking of bread best expresses the 
truth which the symbol teaches, so in baptism the going 
down into the water and rising therefrom best expresses 
the symbol. But little is said in the Scriptures about 
the mode ; much interesting matter, however, could be 
quoted from church history, to show how it was observed 
by the early Christians. But this would be beside our 
mark. Let us refer to a few passages which may help 
us to form a conclusion for ourselves. 
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" Jesus, when He was baptized, went up straightway 
out of the water^^ (Matt. iii. i6). 

There went out to John " Jerusalem and all Judea, 
and all the region round about Jordan, and were bap- 
tized of him in the river oj Jordan^ confessing their 
sins " (Matt iiL 6 ; Mark i. 5). 

" John also was baptizing in -^non, near to Salim, 
because there was much water there, and they came and 
were baptized " (John iii. 23). 

" They went down both into the water, both Philip and 
the eunuch, and he baptized him. And when they were 
come up out of the water,** &c. (Acts viii. 38). 

If sprinkling was all that was required in baptism, 
would our blessed Lord have gone down into the waters 
of the Jordan, would John have selected -^non ? 

I know these remarks savour of controversy, and that 
it will be said I have looked at the question entirely 
from a point of view occupied by a very small minority 
of the Christian Church, But I do not advocate the 
views of any party here ; I only call attention to the 
Scriptures themselves. My object in adopting the line 
of argument I have pursued, is not to lay stress upon 
any particular mode, but simply to point out to those 
who have this question laid upon their hearts, that bap- 
tism is not a mere form, but has a deep meaning attached 
to it ; and it is incumbent upon every one to take an 
intelligent view of it, and be able to give a Scriptural 
reason for the views he holds. 

As to the mode indicated in the passages quoted, it 
has been well contended by many that an out-door rite 
was in harmony with the age, and the people, and the 
climate in which the Gospel was first preached, but is 
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inappropriate to our day and our land, and such advo- 
cates refer us to another distinct command of Christ, 
relative to washing one another's feet (John xiii. 14, 15), 
appropriate in that land, but not in ours. It has been 
urged, too, that baptism was commanded for the time 
then present, when converts were emerging jfrom the 
darkness of heathenism, and needed to make their new 
faith known by some outward ceremony, and that when 
the Church was fairly established in the world) the 
necessity passed away. 

Seeing, then, that so many opinions are held upon 
this subject, differing so very widely, it would be dog- 
matic to assert that any particular mode was the only 
right mode, or that it was only the symbol of one thing. 
But it behoves each one to give the matter his best at- 
tention, and be " fully persuaded in his own mind ;" 
for, although baptism is not essential to salvation, it is 
one of our Lord's commands ; and if we are honest in 
our desire to do His will, we shall not accept this view 
or that, because it is the creed of a particular Church 
(for in these things " whatsoever is not of faith is sin "), 
but seek to be guided by the help of Him who will 
" lead us into all truth." 

If you say, " I was baptized in my infancy, is not that 
enough?" I answer, "Yes," if you have the answer of 
a good conscience toward God; if it represents to you 
all that baptism was intended to represent ; if it was the 
surrender of your heart to Christ, your willingness to be 
identified with His death and resurrection; your per- 
sonal dedication of yourself to Him ; your own willing 
obedience to His command. But if not, beware lest 
the teachings of men, the customs of the religious circle 
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amid which you mingle, your own preconceived ideas, 
have not made you determine to avoid a calm and 
clear consideration of a command which stands first 
and foremost in relation to your public profession of 
Chiist. 




Bread of the world, in mercy broken ! 

Wine of the soul, in mercy shed ! 
fiy whom the words of life were spoken, 

And in whose death our sins are dead ; 
Look on the hearts by sorrow broken, 

Look on the tears by sinners shed« 
And be Thy feast to us the token 

That by Thy grace our souls are fed* 



H^ar, 



According to Thy gradotis word, 

In meek humility, 
This will I do, my dying Lord, 

I will remember Thee. 

Thy body broken for my sake, 
My bread from heaven shall be ; 

The testamental cup I take, 
Axul thos remember Thee. 



VIII. 



** This do in remembrance of mc. " *' If ye love me, keep my 

commandments.** 




HE same night in which He was betrayed," 
the last night of our blessed Master's sojourn 
upon earth — that memorable night with its 
unspeakable solemnities, — He gathered His disciples 
around Him, and celebrated with them for the last time 
the paschal supper. From infancy, our Saviour had 
observed and honoured the customs of the Jewish 
nation, observing their rites, worshipping in their syna,- 
gogues, and upholding all that belonged to the divinely 
founded religion. Almost the closing scene of His life 
was to celebrate the Passover with His disciples, a feast 
whose memories touched the heart of every Jew. "With 
desire He had desired to eat that feast with them ;** and 
when it was concluded, at the same table, with the re- 
mains of the same feast, He took some of the bread, 
"and when He had given thanks, He brake it, and 
said. Take, eat ; this is my body, which is broken for 
you : this do in remembrance of aie. After the same 
manner also He took the cup, when He had supped, 
saying. This cup is the new testament in my blood ; 

F 
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this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me. 
For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup^ 
ye do show the Lord's death till He come.*' 

The old feast was instituted when Israel was redeemed 
from the bondage of Egypt. It was to be for all gene- 
rations the memorial of their deliverance : it was to re- 
mind them of the blood which, seen by the destroying 
angel, was the token of their safety, and the lamb upon 
which they fed was the significant type of the Lamb of 
God — Christ, our Passover, sacrificed for us. The Old 
Testament feast pointed forward to the cross of Christ : 
it was the type of His shed blood and broken body. 
The Lord's Supper is a memorial feast, looking back to 
that same event to which the Passover looked forward ; 
namely, the death of Christ 

This feast of love, this simple and touching institu- 
tion, so easy to celebrate, so precious in its celebration, 
has been, from its very simplicity, a stone of stumbling' 
in the Church. There are more confused ideas about 
the sacrament, as it is called, of the Lord's Supper than 
of any other duty or privilege belonging to Christians. 

In the early Church, " believers " would assemble in 
their homes, and, after they had partaken of their even- 
ing meal, would break bread and drink wine in simple, 
loving remembrance of their Master. And in doing so 
they fulfilled the letter and the spirit of the Divine in-> 
junction. 

I^ater on, the " first day of the week " became the 
regular day for its observance, but with the same simpli- 
city. Later on still, it began to be called a sacrament, 
a service of deep solemnity; the simplicity of it was 
corrupted, and much of the real power of it was gone. 
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And then errors, — dark and blasphemous errors, — crept 
into the Church upon this subject. The Church of 
Rome conceived this monstrous idea of it : " In the 
L'ord's Supper, Christ is really, truly, and substantially 
contained — God-man, body and blood, bones and nerves, 
under the appearance of bread and wine." This is 
called " Transubstantiation." The Lutheran Church 
modified this; but, while considering that the bread 
and wine still remained, yet with them was the substance 
of the body of Christ, which was actually received by 
the communicants. This is called " Consubstantiation." 
The Church of England, and other Churches, while 
refusing to acknowledge either of these dogmas, has 
interposed the special prerogative of the priest to con- 
secrate the emblems, and administer them to the com- 
municants. 

It is not our intention to attempt a refutation of the 
doctrines of the Church of Rome, or the Lutheran 
Church, or the Church of England, or other Churches, 
but simply to look at the feast as instituted by our 
Lord, and to offer a few practical hints for the guidance 
of those who are in doubt as to the meaning of the 
institution, and the obligations involved in it 

I. Who should be partakers of the feast? As bap- 
tism is the sign of our identity with Christ, and was 
enjoined upon believers only, so the communion of the 
Lord's Supper is intended only for those who are the 
disciples of Christ. As it would be inconsistent with 
the ordinance lor one not a believer to come forward 
and receive the right ot baptism, the sign of fellowship 
with Christ in His sufferings and death, and yet to have 
1^0 vital union with Him, no part nor lot in the matter 
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of His salvation— as it would be sinful to come to the 
waters of baptism thinking that sin could thereby be 
washed away, and thus making water the Saviour in- 
stead of Christ, --K)r to think that because of obedience 
in submitting to the ordinance, therefore sins would be 
forgiven, thus making his own works the ground of his 
salvation, — so with the Lord's supper. It would be a 
mockery to take those emblems, the bread and the 
wine, which are a token of the union existing between 
Christ and His Church, unless the life of the receivei ' 
were a life of faith upon the Son of God. It would be 
sinful to come to the table of the Lord thinking that by 
receiving the bread and wine the pardon of sin would 
therefore be vouchsafed. The feast is for believers 
only ; it is not in order that we may be helped to com- 
mence a Christian life, but that, having been made new 
creatures in Christ Jesus, having begun a new life in 
Him, we may have it strengthened and nourished by 
these memorials of Hia body broken for us, and His 
blood shed for us. 

2. What is the design of the feast? Simply to help 
us to cherish the memory of our loving Lord. " Do 
this in remembrance of me " is all we know from the 
Scriptures upon the subject. Nothing is said there about 
its being a sacrament; nowhere is it enforced on be- 
lievers, but rather enjoined as an act of loving remem- 
brance : " If ye love me, do it" Nowhere are we told 
that it is the channel of blessings which could not be 
communicated in any other way» It is designed to 
help us to bring into vivid recollection the death of our 
dear Master ; and as often as we do i^^ we show forth 
His death until He shall come again. ^ sacredness 
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and solemnity must always attach to such a feast ; but 
many Christians have insisted upon a solemnity and an 
awftUness which appear never to have been entertained 
about it by our Lord Himself or His apostles or the 
early Christians. Many think that the Saviour is 
peculiarly present at this feast, more so than on any 
other occasion ; but we have no warranty for believing 
that He chooses this for the special manifestation of 
His {Hresence, or that He is more truly present than at 
any other religious engagement Hundreds have de- 
clared, and do declare, that their highest spiritujd enjoy* 
ment is at the table of the Lord ; and the reason of ' 
this, most probably, is that the engagement occupies 
more carefiil thought, more earnest self^xamination, 
and a more conscious exercise of faith than any otheif 
service. 

3. What preparation is necessary before celebrating 
the Lord's Supper? Simply that you love tlie Saviour, 
that you want to carry out His last wishes, and are 
thankful to have the opportunity of showing 3^ur 
fellowship with Him and His. What preparation? 
"Suppose your mother died on the loth of May. She 
was a blessed woman* And the children in the family 
feel that the chiefest blessing in their life is that they 
had such a mother; and so they agree that every loth 
of May they will keep that anniversary, and that they 
will come together. And suppose that one of the 
younger ones should say to one of the older ones, 
* What is the special preparation that I require in order 
to be present on the loth of May?* what would you say 
was the preparation that the child required in order to 
go and talk about its revered mother, jand hear what 
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was said about her by its brothers and sisters, and to 
fill itself with associations and reminiscences of her? 
Is it not that it simply wants to, and has a heart alive 
to it?" 

Such a feast as that of the Lord's Supper demands 
reverence and love and sincerity in its observance. 
Having these, it can be eaten worthily; failing in 
these, it is eaten unworthily. If one who has no 
love to Jesus comes to this feast, he eats and drinks 
condemnation to himself — he is a hypocrite; in this 
outward act he professes to show forth his love and 
his union to Him, while in his daily life he denies Him. 
In this, as in any other religious engagement, • that man 
incurs the displeasure of the Lord, who draws near in 
the outward act, while the heart is far from Him. He 
who trifles with these sacred memorials is " guilty of the 
body and blood of Christ," and brings himself into con- 
demnation. 

Many have stumbled at this expression of St Paul*^, 
imagining that if, without proper preparation, they have 
partaken of the Lord's Supper, and have eaten^ un- 
worthily, they have, by that act, so incurred the Divine 
displeasure, that they will be sentenced to the " damna- 
tion of hell." This is assuredly not the apostle's mean- 
ing. Vain prayers, the form of godliness without the 
power, hypocrisy in any form, brings the doer into con- 
demnation, and so does it, but not more so, when 
any one takes these emblems of the broken body and 
shed blood thoughtlessly and irreverently, and without 
the one thing needful, as a qualification and pre- 
paration ; namely, personal love to the Saviour. 

4. Just one point more, and one which we think 
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needs most earnestly to be pressed upon the considera- 
tion of all. 

Among the errors that have crept into the Church 
upon the subject of the Lord's Supper, is one that is 
shared in to a great extent by the vast majority of those 
who profess and call themselves Christians. It is that 
this memorial feast can only be properly celebrated 
when there is some ordained minister present to admin- 
. ister it; as if virtue went out of the so-called "priest" 
who performed the service, — ^as though he had power 
to consecrate those emblems, and give them sacredness, 
— as though he stood in some diflferent relation to the 
feast than the humblest and meanest child of God 
present. There is nothing in the New Testament 
Scriptures to sanction the idea that any special priestly 
power exists in the Church, save that which is common 
to all. We have but one priest, and that is Christ 
Jesus Himself. And yet how (ew there are who would 
dare sit down to the Lord's table unless some " priest," 
as by law or by nonconformist rules appointed, should 
be there to administer it Brethren, you need no priest 
to present your prayers to heaven, to hear your con- 
fessions of sin, to grant you absolution, to offer up 
yoiu: praises. You need no priest to lean upon in 
trouble, to appeal to in distress, to guide you in life, 
and be with you in death : you need Christ, and Christ 
only. You need no priest to give efficacy to that which 
Christ has made efficacious — the bread and wine in his 
hands are bread and wine, and no more ; your own per- 
sonal faith and love can alone make them consecrated ; ^ 
in themselves they have no more virtue than any other 
bread or any other wine. Just as freely as two or three 
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may meet together and pray, without the help of an 
" ordained minister," so may they celebrate the Eucha- 
rist — the feast of thanksgiving. But " let everything be 
done decently, and in order;" receive it with your 
brethren in the most convenient place, which will pro- 
bably be the place of worship you usually attend; receive 
it with them as a token to the world of the bond of 
union, not only existing between Christ and His Church, 
but also between those who are fellow-citizens, and of 
the household of faith ; but do not receive it in your 
church or chapel because it is a more sacred thing there 
than it would be in your own home ; do not receive it 
there because the elements will be presented to you by 
priestly hands. For the right to break the bread and 
to administer the ordinance belongs to man or woman, 
reverend or layman, who is a true disciple of the Lord 
Jesus. 

Thank God for this blessed memorial feast ! Let us 
come to it as often as we conveniently, may, with tender 
loving hearts, and each time we sit at the table of the 
Lord may we have grateful recollections of His won- 
drous love to us, and each time draw nearer with holy 
boldness and growing love to the very heirt of Him 
'^ who loved us and gave Himself for us." 




Thelfefore loVe and believe ; for works will follow spoiit&ti^oils, 
Even as day does the sun. The right from the good is an offsprings 
Love in a bodily shape ; and Christian works are no more than 
Animate love and faith ; as flowers are the animate spring-time^ 

Longfellow* 



Let me follow Thee, my Saviout*,' 
Not with words or empty show.; 

But my heart, my life, behaviour, 
Prove thy presence here below, 

Meekly with the froward bearing, 

And each brother's burden sharing ! 



Lcoirentu 



One baptism and one faith, 

One Lord below, above I 
The fellowship of Zion hath 

Only one watchword. Love. 
From different temples though it rise^ 
One song ascendeth to the skies« 

E, Robinson^ 







** Things that pertain unto life and godliness.** — I Peter i. 3. 

E have said that one of the earliest questions 
which will demand the careful inquiry of the 
young convert is, "What is the position I am 
to occupy in relation to the Church of Christ, and my 
fellowship with His people ?" Let us examine the ques- 
tion, and, as in our other inquiries, take the word of 
God simply as our guide. 

We shall look in vain for any command upon this 
subject Church-fellowship is a privilege ; a necessity 
arising out of the nature of things ; a duty devolving 
upon every believer. The Scriptures furnish ample pre- 
cedents and examples for our conduct ; and we cannot 
glance through the history of the early Church without 
seeing that wherever the work of God "was carried on 
successfully, there arose in that place a church. Be- 
lievers assembled themselves together, worked together, 
worshipped together, broke bread together in remem- 
brance of their Master ; and this was church-member- 
ship, church-iellowship, communion of the saints. At 
first there was but a small assembly. Then 3,000 were 
added unto them in one day, and so mighty grew the 
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word of the Lord, and prevailed, that He added to the 
Church daily such as should be saved (Acts ii. 41, 47). 
At first they would come together with one accord to 
one place ; but soon this became an impossibility, and 
we find that churches were formed in the different places 
where the Gospel had been preached. Thus we read, 
" Now there were in the church that was at Antioch cer- 
tain prophets, &c. (Acts xiii. i). "The church of God 
which is at Corinth " (i Cor. L 2, &c.) " The churches 
of Christ salute you" (Rom. xvi. 16). "The churches 
of Asia salute you" (i Cor. xvi. 19). The Epistles to 
the seven churches of Asia (Rev. ii. 3) show that these 
were distinct bodies of Christians, needing special warn- 
ing or encouragement according to their circumstances; 
and that to these churches the Great Head of the 
Church sent His messages by the hand of John. 

Take a concordance, and, undet the heading "Church, 
Churches," find out what is said in the Scriptures upon 
the subject. It will not be a difficult matter to discover 
that there were many churches, or sections of the Church; 
but with one Lord over alL Many members, one Head 
Many branches, one Vine. 

A church is an assembly of persons who love the 
Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity and truth. If* father, 
mother, brother, sister, and servants believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, then there is a church within your 
house (Rom. xvL 5 ; Phil. 2). The Church is the whole 
family of believers, of every name and place and clime, 
in heaven and in earth. The Church of Corinth had 
no right to style itself the Church, neither has the Church 
of Rome, or the Church of England, or any other sec- 
tion of the Church : for there is one Lord who is Head 
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over all the members, and every; believer is included in 
the body of Christ. 

Let no one think that when he joins himself in mem- 
bership with some community whose faith he would 
follow, that thereby he becomes a member of the Church 
of Christ. He became a member of that One Church 
the moment sin was pardoned, and the sacrifice of 
Christ was accepted in faith. The precious blood of 
Christ — not the waters of baptism, not the confession 
of faith, not the laying on of hands — the acceptance of 
Christ's finished work alone introduced him into the 
Church, and made him a partaker of Christ, a member 
of His body. His only right to membership with any 
section of Christ's visible Church on earth is, that he is 
already a member of the Church, or, in other words, 
a believer in truth and sincerity on the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

We will suppose that you have passed from death 
unto life, that you love the brethren, that you are 
anxious to do everything which lies in your power to 
honour your Master, and that you are pondering for 
yourself the question of Church-membership. You are 
confused and bewildered, as every one is, when you 
look abroad iii the Christian world, and see how it is 
apparently divided into a thousand fragments. One 
little section of the Church lifts up its voice, and cries, 
" The temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord, the 
temple of ^he Lord are we !" and another and another 
sends forth the same strain ; and yet you see points of 
great (Ji^similarity, and differing forms of government, 
an4 n^odes of worship, and systems of doctrine, and you 
wQuder which is right. You must remember th^t^ mea 
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who feel themselves in. the right cannot maintain that 
position without seeking to lead others with them. We 
do not blame them therefore for saying, " Come with 
us, and we will do thee good." It is the province of 
the Bride to say, Come ; and of him who believeth to 
say. Come. It is for you to consider whether, if you 
go with them, their society will be that which shall most 
conduce to your spiritual wel^ire. 

The idea of a church is an assembly of believers with 
one common end and aim, joined together for mutual 
help; seeking by unity to gain strength, sharing joys and 
sorrows together, and in company seeking to do great 
things for God which the isolated believer could not do. 
You know that if you stand aloof from your brethren 
you cannot show your oneness with Christ ; you can- 
not discharge many of the duties which the Gospel re- 
quires of you. You cannot be enjoying the "blessing 
craved in the intercessory prayer of Christ, " That they 
all may be one." You cannot enter into many of the 
privil^es which belong to you as a disciple. It is 
clearly therefore your duty to unite yourself with God's 
people,: — but with whom? 

I. Not with those who hold any doctrine or creed 
which your inner consciousness, or your understanding 
of the Scriptures as taught you by the Spirit of God, 
tells you is opposed to the word and will of God. No 
matter if you agree in nine articles of that Church's 
creed, if you cannot endorse the tenth, and yet feel it is 
a question in which the honour of the Divine Lord is 
concern^, do not unite yourself with that community ; 
for "How can two walk together, e^^cept they be 
agreed?" 
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II. Not with any Church that claims for itself the 
title of the Church ; because then you will be ignoring 
many for whom Christ died, and you will be setting 
aside the fundamental idea of the Church; namely, 
that there is " One body and one Spirit, even as ye are 
called in one hope of your calling ; one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above 
all, and through all, and in you all," 

III. Not with any Church which opens its arms to 
receive believers and unbelievers within its fold. This 
should be a matter of earnest care ; for what saith the 
Scripture ? " Be not unequally yoked with unbelievers; 
for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteous- 
ness ? or what comnaui^ipn hath light with darkness ?" 
(2 Cor. vi. 14-18). 

In all your inquiries with respect to this subject, be 
true to your own heart, and walk in the light which you 
have received. Do not allow in such a matter the 
claims of friendship, or of gratitude to human instru-r 
mentalities, or your own personal convenience, or the 
opinion of the world, or the opinion of any particular 
Church, to influence you. Seek to be guided by the 
Spirit of God, and be actuated by a simple desire to 
bring honour upon Christ 

Wherever your lot may be cast, and with whatever 
company you may associate in Church-fellowship, you 
will most probably find that, after the first happy and 
satisfied feeling«is over, there will arise a feeling of dis- 
appointment You will doubtless have imagined an 
ideal Church, with the spirit of Christ pervading every 
meeting, and the fragrancy of Christ's character cleaving 
to every one of His professed disciples. And after you 
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have been a member for a month, you may be shocked 
by the worldliness of some, and the coldness of others, 
and the want of humility in these, and the harshness 
and bitterness of judgment in those. Unhappily, it will 
be so ; for it is but a company of saved sinners you will 
have found, sinners with sore and sharp temptations to 
sin. The Perfect Church is not here— it is in the land 
that is very far off. 

Another cause of disappointment may be this : During 
the time that you were a candidate for membership, 
many took a, deep interest in you ; the whole aspect of 
affairs was novel to you ; you craved and found a sym-* 
pathy in pastor and friends which charmed you ; and 
you were looking forward to-a home and a resting-place 
for your religious life. But after the ngvelty has worn 
off, afte^ your hopes have reached their consummation, 
you may find yourself dropping down into some un- 
noticed place, perhaps almost fnehdless \ and the com- 
piunion that you longed for appears to, be a feeling 
rather than a fact This may all arise from a misappre- 
hension of your position as a Church member. Let nxe 
try briefly to define what that position is. 

J. The Church is not a goal, but a starting-point, 
Jnstead of entering into it to rest from your labours, 
you enter it to buckle on the armour for the great fight 
pf life. You come into the school to learn ; and you 
have hard study before you. You enter it a babe ; and 
you have to struggle through all the darters of spiritual 
infancy and youth, until you attain to the fulness of thQ 
stature of a man in Christ. 

2. The Church is not a place for rest, but for labour^ 
Vou must not be an idle member. You have not 
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joined God's pedple simply to secure your own 
happiness and your own religious privileges; but in 
order that you may join with them in God's work. 
There will be plenty for you to do if you are only will- 
ing to do it It may be that injudicious persons may 
urge you to a public life of teaching and preaching and 
praying, a life to which you are by no means fitted. 
Don't be guided by them. Find out the work for which 
you are best fitted, make it a matter of earnest prayer; 
for much of your future happiness in the Church depends 
upon what you are engaged about in connection with 
it. It may be teaching in the school, or visiting the 
sick, or writing kind and Christian letters to win souls 
for the Master : it may be that your sphere is in some 
quieter comer where nobody sees or knows what you 
are doing. No matter where it is, or what it is, so long 
as you have the answer of a good conscience toward 
God, that you are about His business. 

3. The Church is not a refuge from temptation. So 
soon as you begin to confess the name of Christ, so 
soon do you provoke the animosity of the adversary. 
You may have thought that, now you are a Christian, 
you have escaped from the fascinations of the world ; 
you are free from the old propensities of the unregene- 
rate life ; you have conquered the devil in the strength 
of Christ. Many and many have thought this; but 
they have found that the sharpest times of temptation, 
the fiercest fights with the old foe, have been'when they 
have just entered upon the Christian course. When 
Satan sees you buckle on the armour, he challenges you 
out' to battle. When he sees you sowing wheat, he 
scatters tares ; when you are pining for perfect peace, 

G 
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he distracts you with echoes of the world. Brethren, 
be of good cheer, notwithstanding all this ; for every 
conquest over the foe weakens his power with you ; and 
even though at the first you may not find the Church 
the ideal you had hoped it to be, as you grow in grace, 
as you continue steadfast, unmovable, always abound- 
ing in the work of the Lord, — ^as you enter more fi-eely 
into the experience of God's exceeding great and pre- 
cious promises — every year of your life will more endear 
you to the Church and to its glorious Head. 




I would not have the restless will 

That hurries to and fro. 
Seeking for some great thing to do^ 

Or secret thing to know ; 
I would be treated as a child^ 

And guided where I go. 

Wherever in the world I am, 

In whatsoe'er estate, 
I have a fellowship with hearts^ 

To keep and cultivate, 
And a work of lowly love to do 

For the Lord, on whom I wait. 

So I ask Thee for the daily strength. 

To none that ask denied. 
And a mind to blend with outward life^ 

While keeping at Thy side, 
Content to fill a little space^ 

If Thou be glorified. 

A,L, Warifig. 

A whispered word may touch the hearty 

And call it back to life ; 
A look of love bid sin departi 

And still unholy strife. 




" Show ye • .", the proof of your love." — 2 CoR. xiil 24. 

UR blessed Master having given us life, it is 
for us to dedicate that life, in its entirety, to 
Him. The surrender of body, soul, and 
spirit, with all their powers, is our reasonable service. 
The life which we live in the flesh, we are to live by 
the faith of the Son of God, who loved us, and gave 
Himself for us. The way may be long, the path rough 
and thorny ; dangers may abound, clouds of darkness 
may thicken, hard battles with the foe will have to bp 
fought ; but the Way of IJife will havq no difficulties in 
it for us, which it had not for our Master; and the 
strength in which He overcame will be given tp us if 
we follow in His steps. Christ's life was one long and 
glorious confession of the Father, and our life is to be 
one unbroken confession of Christ. But Christ w^ 
holy, and we are sinful. He was Divine, and we are 
very human. He was strength, and we are weakness. 
He was the Wisdom of God, and we are ignorant. He 
was perfectly pure, and we are defiled. He could over- 
come in his own inherent righteousness, and we have 
no righteousness in ourselves. True^ my brothers, but 
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I. By obedience to our heavenly Father. The child 
who obeys a parent, because he feels he ought to, or 
because he will be punished if he does not, or because 
he will lose a reward if he fails in it, or because he has 
been commanded to do it, will not obey so satisfactorily 
to himself or to his father as the child who obeys be- 
cause he loves to do his father's will. Our obedience 
to our heavenly Father must be cheerful, willing, and 
loving ; or it will be the obedience of a slave rather 
than a son. It must be a complete surrender of our 
own will to the Divine will, not as a broad principle, 
but as a matter of detail, running through every action 
through all the life. But how is the young convert to 
apply this? Let a writer in a religious newspaper 
answer : " He asks himself with a baffled aim. What 
would Christ have me do ? That is not the clue ques- 
tion to lead him out of his labyrinth. The question for 
him is not, what would Christ tell me to do ? but what 
has Christ told me to do ? He will never get an answer 
to the former question, perhaps. He has only to open 
his Bible, and a thousand answers to the latter question 
spring at once to his eye. Let him frankly take his 
Bible, and begin. It matters little what precept meets 
him first Each one of them is a link in an endless 
chain. Obedience is best accomplished in detail. It 
becomes practicable so. We are to regard ourselves as 
artists working under a master. The master knows the 
end to which we labour. He may vouchsafe to us a 
glimpse now and then of the ideal to which the statue 
under our hands is growing. But we are to strike our 
strokes of patient obedience in humility and faith. It 
is wonderful how many are the individual command- 
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ments of the Bible, and how infinitely manifold they are 
in application to the needs and uses of our every-day 
life! Let the Christian but read his Bible — not so 
many verses, as Papists count their beads — there is no 
magical virtue in Bible-reading of that sort — but with 
the practical purpose to do the things therein bidden, 
one by one, and his peace will begin simultaneously 
with his obedience. If there is anything wanting in the 
spirit of his obedience, the letter of the commandment 
to be obeyed will be sure to find it out. The com- 
mandment is exceeding broad, and deep, and high. 

" I shall never forget the new phase that life took on 
for me when I first fully conceived of it as one unbroken 
campaign of obedience to Christ in His precepts. I 
was astonjshed every day and every hour almost, with a 
fresh delight, to find how inexhaustibly various and ver- 
satile the particular precepts were in adjustment to the 
demands of my experience. Did my ill-rhealth incline 
me to despondency ? Philosophy would advise me to 
keep up my spirits in vain. Hygiene would prescribe a 
hearty laugh to no purpose. But one whisper from the 
Lord, ' Be of good cheer : I have overcome the world,' 
was enough to revive me. I took it not merely as con- 
solation, but as command. But it was infinitely consol- 
ing to obey. My heart became as the heart of a child 
in tears, whom its mother takes to her bosom, and 
wooingly bids be comforted. It were unpardonable 
churlishness to disobey." 

It would be endless to point out the various- ways in 
which this principle may be applied to the daily duties 
and cares and privileges of life ; but /ry //, and it will 
assuredly assist you in showing a proof of your love. 
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IL Show proof of your Icnre to the Chnrch. Not to 
its forms and ceremonies merely (and beware lest yoor 
first warm knre ever degenerates to this), not to one 
partioilar man who ministers to yon, and who you think 
has become indispensable to yom: religions comfort and 
enthusiasm and understanding of the Scriptures ; not to 
any one pet hobby in OMmection with the Churchy 
whidi blinds yon to the work of others, and your inte- 
rest in that work. Bat show it (i) by yoor sympathy 
with little objects as well as great, with enterprises 
which will advance your popularity or diminish it, with 
the work of those who mix in a lower grade in society 
than yourself as cordially as with those who move in a 
higher circle. (2) Show it by being true to the cause 
you have espoused, and to the work you h^ve under- 
taken, not flitting about from service to service, first 
trying this and then that, and finally forsaking alL Be 
steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of 
the Lord, and let your own convenience, pleasure, or 
purposes animate you less than your love to the Lord's 
work amongst the Lord's people. (3) Show it by care- 
ful solicitude about every member of the Church with 
whom you come in contact It is such an easy thing 
to show you love the Church as a whole, but remember 
that it is made up of individuals amongst some of whom 
your lot is cast. Love these, show these the proof ot 
your love by brotherly kindness, by Christian courtesy, 
by compassion or sympathy. (4) Show it by seeking 
to maintain its purity: determine that your conduct 
phall not bring dishonour in any way upon it ; endeavour 
to keep the unity of its members complete, and for 
your own part avoid everything which may cause cold- 
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ness, or gloom, or mistrust to grow. Be jealous of its 
honour in all things, minute details as well as broad 
principles; in short, love the Church in your degree 
with the same love that He had who gave Himself for 
it, and you will find every day of your life will reveal 
fresh occasions for showing proof of that love. 

III. Show proof of yoiu: love for perishing sinners by 
being in earnest to win them for the Saviour. You may 
do this (a) by praying for them, not at the prayer-meet- 
ing, where it is customary to do so, but in your own 
home, as you walk amongst them in the street, not as 
for the great mass lying in the power of the wicked one, 
but for this man and that, for this unhappy»family, for 
that ill-famed village, (d) By seeking opportunities to 
speak to them, not as a professional Christian, nor as one 
who has so much work to do for so much Church triumph, 
but as one who cannot but speak the things that he has 
seen and heard. Speak cheerfully and hopefully; speak as 
a manly sinner, not a snivelling or downcast and abject 
one : let your hand speak in its hearty grasp, and your 
eye speak in its sympathetic glance, and your face speak 
in its genial smile, and your whole manner speak in its 
loving earnestness ; and that sort of sermon will sure to 
be a powerful one. Our blessed Master has left us an 
example that we should follow his steps in this particu- 
lar. He never preached of the people, but always 
spoke fo them, so that the common people hea^d Him 
gladly, and all marvelled at His words. 

Our chapter would grow to an indefinite length if we 
were to follow out the various ways and departments in 
which we might show proof of our love. But just accept 
one rule, a homely, simple one, and easy of application. 



Io8 THE WAY AND THE LIFE. 

If love is to rule the life, and our duty is to show proof 
of our love, would it not be well to devote a few 
minutes every night, before we retire to rest, and ask 
ourselves these questions : — 

How have I this day shown proof of my love to 
God? And to His cause; and to !His people, ^n4 tQ 
the world? 




Life is a wtrfare, and alike 
Prepared to parley or to strike^ 

The practised foe draws nigh* 
O hold no truce I less dangerous faf 
To stand, and all his phalanx dare^ 

Than trust his specious lie. 

Whatever its form> whatever its flow^ 
While life is lent to man below, 

Our duty stands confest, 
To watch incessant^ firm of mind, 
To watch, whatever the post assig[ned> 

And leave to God the rest 



I am afraid 
Of you, but not so much if you have sinnedi 
As for the doubt if sin shall be forgiven. 
The day was, I have been afraid of pride-^ 
Hard man's hard pride ; but now I am afraid 
Of man's humility. I counsel you, 
By the Great God's great humbleness, and by 
His pity, be not humble over-mueh* j 

\Jtan Ingdaw, 







"Watch and pray, lest ye enter into temptatiGn." 

|£ have said in a fonner chapter that the newly- 
made disciple of Jesus is often distressed and 
disappointed when he finds that the new life 
he is leading, in the divine strength, is nevertheless a 
life full of temptation. Although no longer "of the 
world/* nor "walking after the flesh," nor under the 
dominion of Satan, he still finds himself continually 
tempted by the world, the flesh, and the devil. The 
old temptations come back again^ and the easily beset- 
ting sins worry and harass ; and sometimes the young 
disciple is sad and weary at heart, and begins to think 
that because of these things he has made a mistake and 
after all is not a Christian. This is a terrible tempta- 
tion, and it is one with which the great adversary assails 
every soul. It is one of two cunning and wicked de- 
vices — the one is to tempt men to believe they are 
Christians when they are not, and the other is to tempt 
them to believe they are not, when they are. But, 
brethren, do not be cast down because of these mani- 
fold temptations ; they will come, in the nature of things 
they must come, and they will come in different forms 
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until the day you enter heaven. Be not cast down, but 
rather count it all joy when ye fall into divers tempta- 
tions, for through this trial of your faith God will purify 
you and mould your character and life. And never lose 
sight of this fact : you have the strength of Christ pro- 
mised to you, apportioned to each day's temptations 
and trials; and so long as you lay hold upon this 
strength, sin can never lay hold upon you. The temp- 
tations will come, but they will find nothing in you, for 
He who was tempted in all points like as you are, yet 
without sin, will keep you firom falling, and make you 
more than conqueror. 

To attempt an enumeration of all the temptations, 
or even. the classes of temptation that will encompass 
you in your heavenly journey, would be utterly useless, 
for the task could never be accomplished. You will be 
tempted in ways that no other man in the world is 
tempted, because your character and circumstances 
diflfer from those of every one else. Your experiences, 
your struggles, your transformations, your service, your 
rewards, can never in detail be identified with those of 
others. God has not formed any two minds alike ; He 
does not deal therefore with any two alike ; but He has 
left broad commandments and principles which are 
equally applicable to all. He has appointed that 
through much tribulation, through much temptation, 
through many rough and thorny roads, the Kingdom of 
Heaven shall be reached \ but He has ordained also 
the strength and the needful help for every step of the 
way, and, whatever temptations there may be to you, 
remember that with each one He has devised for you a 
way of escape. 
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A few practical hints about some of the temptations 
which will be sure to meet you in the way, may not be 
out of place here. 

I. Temptation to doubt your own salvation, — ^You may 
bf disappointed with the progress you are making, or 
fancy that you are making no progress at all ; it may 
be that, in the providence of God, plans and purposes 
which you have formed (perhaps in connection with His 
own service) have been frustrated ; perhaps you have 
had companions on whom you leaned taken from you, 
or tiie pastor, who was your greatest earthly friend and 
teacher, has been removed; or you have found that old 
thoughts and feelings, and natural propensities of dis- 
position, which you thought were buried for ever with 
the " old man," come back to you to disturb your hap- 
piness, or perhaps you cannot realise that peace and 
tranquil rest in the Lord which you once knew. And 
so for reasons such as these you have got into a state 
of despondency, and Satan taking advantage of the 
situation whispers to you doubts and misgivings, and' 
you begin to debate the question, whether you really 
are a Christian or not. Now it is evident that it is not 
the will of our Divine Master that we should remain in 
ignorance upon this vital question, whether we are saved 
or not. Scripture is plain and clear upon this point. 
" Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be 
saved." " He that belteveth on the Son hath everlast- 
ing life." Have you believed, — do you believe with all 
your heart ? Then you are saved. Take the assurance 
of your salvation gladly ; accept it thankfully, and show 
thus that God is true and His word has not failed in 
ycur case. All through the Scriptures we find ovei and 

H 
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over again that it was the privilege of God's children to 
know, and have the proof in themselves of their own 
salvation. " Behold," says David, " God is my salva- 
tion; I will trust and not be afraid; for the Lord Je- 
hovah is my strength and my song ; He also is become 
my salvation." " I will rejoice in the Lord; I will joy 
in the God of my salvation," says Habakkuk. And in 
the New Testament scriptures voice after voice in clearer 
tones utters its testimony to the blessed knowledge of 
salvation. "Behold, now are we the sons of God." 
"We know that we are of God," ^^The Spirit itself 
beareth witness with our spirits, that we are the children 
of God." " We are in Him that is true, even in His 
Son Jesus Christ" " I know in whom I have believed, 
and am persuaded that He is able to keep that which I 
have committed unto Him." " We know that we dwell 
in Him and He in us, because He hath given us of His 
Spirit." These are but stray gleanings, scattered over 
the pages of holy writ But you say, I am not pure as 
John or Timothy; I have no such evidence as they 
had. But you should. Yours is the same salvation, 
yours is the same hope through grace, and the privilege 
of assurance is equally yours. But how am I to know 
it ? Well, take the very doubts which Satan brings to 
us as temptations, and use them to prove that he is a 
liar and God is true. And argue thus : the Holy Ghost, 
through the word of God, has toid me that if I repent I 
shall be pardoned ; if I believe I shall be saved ; that 
if I hunger and thirst after righteousness I shall be 
satisfied. I have repented, I do repent, I hate the sin 
that marred my former life, the sin for which my Saviour 
suffered. I do believe in Him, He is able to save to 
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the Uttermost I know of no other name given among 
men whereby I may be saved Jesus, I trust Thee, I 
cast myself on Thee, Thou art all my hope. I do not 
trust, or love, or hope, as I should ; but. Lord, Thou 
knowest all things. Thou knowest that I love Thee ! If 
you can say this, you have the clearest evidence of your 
Solvation. It is not for us to measure our salvation by 
the standard of our attainment or our growth in grace, 
or our walk in holiness^-He that believeth hath everlast- 
ing life. 

But if this is not sufficient evidence to you, and you 
cannot overcome the temptation to doubt, apply this 
test, " A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither 
can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit . . . Where- 
fore by their fruits ye shall know them." Do I love the 
Bible, not for its literary beauties, but for its ministry to 
my soul's necessities ? Do I love prayer, not for its 
solemn associations merely, but because it introduces 
me, with all my wants, into the presence of Him who 
can supply all my need ? Do I love the Sabbath, not as 
a rest for the body, but for its rest to the soul. Do I love 
the Church, not because it has amongst its members 
those whom I love to call my friends, but because it is 
a company of the sons and daughters of the Lord Al- 
mighty ? Apply any suqh tests as these, and you can 
resist the power of Satan's temptation to doubt your 
salvation ; for an evil tree canttot bring forth good fruit 
St John applied such a test when he said, " We know 
that we have passed from death unto life, because we 
love the brethren." There was a time when you said. 
My Lord and njy God ! " See to it, brother, that you 
hold fast the beginning of your confidence steadfast 
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unto the end," and remember that you are dishonour- 
ing the Saviour when you are tempted to believe the lie 
of Satan rather than the truth of the Spirit, who beareth 
witness with our spirit that we are the children of God. 

11. Temptations to Spiritual Pride, — The sect of the 
Pharisees is a very large one, and there are not wanting 
in the Church those who still say, " Stand off, for I am 
holier than thou ;" or those who boast, " I fast twice a 
week, and I give tithes of all that I possess ;" — not in 
those actual words, but in the same spirit. When Satan 
can get hold of a man who is really doing a good work 
for the Master, and can get him to say, " Come, see my 
zeal for the Lord!" he has captured a prize, and he 
knows it. Who has not met with the man who is 
always full of his own work ; 'who retails, — and dwells 
lovingly upon them as he does so, — words that he has 
spoken, who counts on his fingers the mass of religious 
engagements he hasi in the week, who tells you of the 
many who have been to him anxiously about their souls, 
who tabulates his successes, and can recite the table at 
a moment's notice? 

Another form of the same evil is a proud humility. 
The man who delights to call himself "a crawling 
worm," who loves to rake up the sins of his past life to 
show how different he is now to what he was once, who 
courts the dust if so be he may stir it up, and call atten- 
tion to his humility \ who is afraid to do his duty in the 
church because he is such " a worthless sinner,'* and 
who thinks perhaps that this will prove him in the esti- 
mation of others to be the greater saint ; who is too 
humble to work in the Lord's vineyaifcj, and lets his 
humility check others who fear that they ^e tw hold. 
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These are extremes ; between them may come your 
temptation. Pray God to teach you true humility, for 
"He resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the 
humble." 

HI. Temptations to a Form of Godliness without the 
Power, — This is really a temptation to fall away from 
spirituality, which is life and peace ; but it is a common 
temptation and a common sin^ If once you read the 
Bible with a hearty Telish, and studied it daily to find in 
it new life and light, and now ate content to read it 
every night and morning, with a little extra on Sunday, 
as part of a religious routine, then you have been 
tempted, and have yielded to the temptation. If once 
you loved to hear the Word of God preached by any of 
His servants in sincerity and truth, but now you must 
hear that one particular man who is the ideal of all ex- 
cellence, who doles out to you the little portion of 
mince-meat in due season, who is everything in your 
estimation, and everybody to you, then beware. Or if 
you once loved to wander in the fields at eventide and 
speak with God, and found delight in telling Him all 
that was in your heart, and listening to the voice of His 
good Spirit within you, and now you cannot enjoy prayer 
unless it is in the prayer-meeting or at some appointed 
place, beware. Or if you find yourself in the midst of 
religious work, and have got into the habit of regarding 
it as itf miich that has to be done^ and go through it with 
mechanical precision, never failing in an engagement, 
but never fulfilling it in the old spirit of love to the 
Master, beware. 

IV. Temptations to Religious Excesses, — It is well to 
have " one idea " in religion, if that one idea be large 
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enough. It is well to regard religion as the " one thing 
needful ;" it is well to have as a resolve " this one thing 
I do, forgetting the things that are behind, and reaching 
forth unto those things which are before." But it is not 
well to have too much religiousness; not to be religious 
overtnuch* Many err in this respect Students for the 
ministry err in devoting the whole of their time ta 
strictly religious study, to the neglect of their bodily 
development. Bodily exercise may profit little in com-* 
parison with spiritual vigour, but it does profit much 
nevertheless. Why is it we hear of clergymen and 
ministers so constantly breaking down and suffering 
from failing health before they have attained the prime 
of life? Because they have been guilty of religious ex-, 
cesses, and have cared for their minds and their hearts^ 
but not for their bodies. This ought they to have done, 
and not to have left the other undone* To keep hearty, 
robust, spiritual health, one needs physical health ; the 
want of this makes men fretful and peevish, sets them 
thinking m9re of the trials than the joys of life, gives 
them morbid and gloomy views. And many young 
people in th^ir religious zeal think that cricket, and 
rowing, and foot-ball, and manly exercises in general, 
are inconsistent with their determination to seek the 
"one thing needful." Be sure of this, my brethren, 
if your religion puts old heads on young shoulders, if 
it teadhes you to despise innocent gladness and recrea- 
tion, if it makes you unnatural, if it tempts you to neglect 
a proper care for the body, it is a perverted religion. 
You are to serve God with all your strength, and that 
means bodily, mental, and spiritual strength. 
There is a great deal of religious excess in reading. 
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Many people think that now they are Christians they 
must only read books after a godly sort The news- 
paper is only glanced at, works of fiction are set aside, 
and hard theology or goody-goody books, strictly reli- 
gious, become the constant companion. Now this is 
excess. You are to love and serve God " with all your 
mind " as well as with all your heart, and you are to see 
Him and the truths of His word reflected in every-day 
life and every-day character. The newspaper, with its 
record of daily events, rightly read and studied, should 
be as instructive to you in its way as a work of theo- 
logy. God's voice may be heard in the hum of traffic 
in the city, as in the voice from the pulpit The repre- 
sentative men of our day may be as legitimate studies as 
the representative men of Old Testament times, and the 
Christian of to-day may delight in the progress of events 
now as the old Hebrews did in their history. It is a 
narrow religion, and a narrow creed which has one set 
gioove, and no more ; and he is the happier and better 
man who rejoices in the statement, "All things are 
yours, whether the world, or life, or things present, or 
things to come, all are yours," and seeks to press into 
the service of Christ every consecrated power. 

I have adverted elsewhere to religious excess in at- 
tendance at public " means of grace." A young man 
said to me lately, " I have no time to read or to visit, 
for I always attend four week-night services." I do not 
hesitate to say that young man was guilty of a waste of 
time. With an unformed mind, with a position to make 
in the world, in which he might honour God by a use- 
ful and intelligent life, with a body needing fresh air 
and exercise after the day's confinement at the desk, to 
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squander four nights a week on religious public services 
was practically to confess that he cared for his soul ; 
but his mind, his intellect, the cultivation of his tastes, 
his body, all the great and generous gifts, which, as 
talents put out to usury, he might present as a reason- 
able sacrifice on God's altar, he was at liberty to bury 
in a napkin. 

Even in the observance of religious duties " let your 
moderation be known to all men." It is not honest for 
you to neglect your business, a trust reposed in you by 
man, to go to prayer meetings; it is not honest to 
neglect the cultivation of your mind, a trust reposed in 
you by God, for "four nights a week" in religious 
routine. 




Thrice blest whose lives are faithful prayers, 
Whose loves in higher love endure ; 
What souls possess themselves so pure, 

Or is there blessedness like theirs ? 

Tennysoti, 



When prayer delights thee least, then learn to say. 
Soul, now is greatest need that thou shouldst pray. 

The man is praying, who doth press with might, 
Out of his darkness into God's own light. 

All skirts extended of thy mantle hold, , 

When angel hands from heaven are scattering gold. 

Trench. 



XII. 



«< 



It shall be called the Way of Holiness."— ISA. xxxr. 3. 




JOLINESS may be summed up in this one 
phrase, "delight in God/' i. In His law, 
that is to say, in all the revelation He has 
made of His will, whether by promise, or command, or 
doctrine. 2. In His service, that is, in trying to carry 
His will into effect, whether it be in the cultivation of 
your own heart or in ministering to the necessities of 
others. 3. In His ordinances, that is, in all the means 
He has appointed for helping the soul to progress in 
the way of life. 

Holiness is sanctification of life, and spirituality of 
mind which is life and peace. It is " setting the affec- 
tions on things above and not on things of the earth," 
it is walking after the spirit, living to Christ The Way 
of Holiness is a path which no man may ever see you 
tread, for it is not in the outward forms of religion that 
you can shdw it, nor is it necessarily in the busy activi- 
ties of the Church, or the pious language of the lip. It 
is the way in which Enoch walked when there was no 
Bible, no Church, no Sacrament, no fellowship of the 
Saints, no Young Men's Christian Association; "He 
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walked with God ** and that walk was in the Way of 
Holiness. But though no human eye may track your 
footsteps in this path, holiness must evidence itself, and 
it does so in the fruit it produces, which fruit is " love, 
joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
meekness, temperance." 

There are many things which may retard our progress 
in the Way of Holiness, and we can best give a sum- 
mary of these by sapng — 

The spirit of the world stands in direct opposition to the 
spirit of Holiness, We often hear this contradiction in 
terms, " A worldly Christian." We might as well talk 
of a dark light, or a cold heat, or any other incongruity 
as a worldly Christian. The world stands in direct 
opposition to Christ as darkness does to light, or cold 
to heat, or love to hate. The Scripture gives no uncer- 
tain sound upon this subject, "the friendship of the 
world is enmity with God ; whosoever therefore will be 
a friend of the world is the enemy of God.'* 

Now there are many grave misunderstandings about 
what worldiiness is. In nine cases out of ten when a 
"worldly Christian" is referred to, it is to one who 
goes to parties, or perchance visits the theatre, or is a 
frequenter of concert rooms, or is a lover of dress. But 
is this the worldiiness of which the Scriptures speak ? 
We think not! Worldiiness is therein described as 
walking after the flesh, while holiness is walking after 
the spirit. Now the works of the flesh - are these, 
"Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, 
idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, 
strife, seditions, heresies, envyings, murders, revellings, 
and such like." There are many other lists of the 
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works of the flesh, and in them these things are in- 
cluded, " whisperers, backbiters, proud, boasters, with- 
out natural affection, disobedient to parents, implacable, 
unmerciful.'* Perhaps in reading through a catalogue 
of crimes like this, many who profess and call them- 
selves Christians may thank God with a naive self- 
righteousness that it has no reference to them. Murder 
for instance, what respectable church-goer could be a 
murderer? Hear what St. John says, "whosoever 
hateth his brother is a murderer." But perhaps that 
respectable church-goer may say, " I do not hate my 
brother." " But do you love him ? you do not speak 
and act as if you did." " No, I do not love him," he 
may answer. Then hear St. Paul again. "He that 
loveth not his brother abideth in death." 

Take any one sin out of the catalogue and you will 
find that the great Teacher of the Church, by His own 
words and the voice of the Spirit, traces acts to motives, 
goes to the principles of things, lays the axe at the root 
of the tree. 

God forgive us all for our worldliness, for there is 
much of it amongst professing Christians. We have 
no argument to urge here in favour of what are called 
worldly amusements; let each act according to the 
dictate of his conscience in the sight of God — ^but we 
do say that the real " spirit of the world " may be found 
much more in other things, while it will bring the doer 
into much less condemnation in the eyes of his fellows. 
For instance, in trade, to give bad weight, to sell a bad 
material for a good, to take advantage of the ignorance 
of buyers, to be " implacable, unmerciful " in order to 
obtain an advantage, to advertise that which is. xxQt true,^ 
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however much the man who does these things may be 
honoured in the Church, he is not likely to make much 
progress in the way of holiness, for he is walking after 
the flesh. 

In the social circle : the bitter criticism, the spirit of 
censoriousness, the covert slander, the impure inuendo, 
the habit of disparaging the good in others; these 
things are opposed to holiness. God forgive us that it 
is so, but many a social gathering in connection with 
the Church, where whisperers and ^talebearers and back- 
biters are present, is a much more worldly entertainment 
than the theatre or the concert. 

In the home circle : the waiit of natural affection, the 
petty jealousies, the silly strifes about words, the little 
acts of covetousness, all these are " of the world." The 
Hiember of the family, who is busy in the Church and 
3^as earned a name for activity in works of usefulness, yet 
comes back from the Church to show coldness, or want 
«pf sympathy with father pr mother, sister or brother, 
who can pray in public, and bicker and nag at home, 
would do well to study very earnestly this question ot 
worldliness in tears of penitence. 

But why go through the catalogue ? Seek, brethren, 
to live near to God, and to see light in His light, to 
tree yourself in His strength from turther entanglement 
in this yoke of bondage. " Love not the world, neither 
the things that are in the world. If any man love the 
world, the love of the Father is not in Him, for all that 
15 in the world, the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes 
a^d the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the 
world ; and the world passeth away, and the lust there- 
9f ; but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever." 
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There are many things which may assist our progress 
in the Way of Holiness, and the chiefest is — 

Communion with God by prayer, meditation^ and 
praise. 

There is much said and written about prayer, and 
sometimes so much is said that in the multitude of 
words we are confused ^ to what prayer really is. It 
is not necessarily an ecstagy, it does not of necessity 
transport the worshipper to the third heavens j its value 
is not to be realised by all alike. Many a young Chris- 
tian \% cast down ancl sad, because he cannot enter into 
the experiences of those who spend many hours at a 
stretch in prayer ; nvho never tire as they talk with God; 
whose biographies represent them as living for ever 
i^pon the mount where they are transfigured as they 
pray. Tqo many estimate "a praying man'* by the 
length of time he occupies in the act of prayer. Now 
this is a false standard altogether. God will not hear 
us for our much speaking; He will not, we think, 
answer us Recording to the time we have spent in. our 
prayer, but simply on the ground of its earnestness and 
sincerity. The publican only prayed, " God be mercir 
ful to me a sinner," but he went down to his house justi- 
fied. St. P^ul has defined the length of our prayer in 
these words, "pray without ceasing." But is. it possible, 
you ask, to do this if we find it so hard to occupy one 
hour in prayer? Yes, quite possible ; for it means this. 
Let your whole life, from the moment when Christ is 
formed in you the hope of glory till the moment when 
you enter into His rest, be spread out before Hiui ; let 
that whole life with its endless needs plead for the 
JDiyine Presence and the Divine help. Live in such ^ 
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wajdnt prayer shall at all times be dear to yoa; so 
near to God that anywhere and everywhere a cry from 
you may rise to Him. You are to live a life of prayer, 
for that is the meaning, as you live a life of love, to 
God. Yoa are not always conscious of that love, you 
have no need to be perpetually asking yourself whether 
you do love, and whether God loves you, you know it, 
you feel it, and you rest in it You need not be think- 
ing, as some mistaken people have done, that not an 
hour of the day should pass without your being consdons 
of prayerful communion with God. A child loves his 
parents, he never questions it, — ^has no need to question 
it, — he knows that he is dependent upon them ; and 
yet many hours of the day may slip away without even 
a thought oi then^ entering his mind. Does he love 
them less ? Not at all ; he lives in their love, he lives 
in dependence upon them, and as the opportunity 
offers, he loves to be in their society, and as a need 
arises, he is free to make it known. 

Then there is another mistake which is often made 
about prayer; Many place it simply in opposition to 
praise — sprayer, asking for blessings — upraise, returning 
thanks for blessings received. This is evidently not a 
correct idea: " In everything with prayer a?id supplied^ 
turn let your requests be made known unto God,'* says 
St. Paul ; but many read it, " In everything with suppli- 
cation and supplication," &c. It would be as impos- 
sible to "supplicate without ceasing" as it would be 
unnecessary. The true idea of prayer is " communion 
with God." Do you think our Blessed Lord, whe^i He 
spent all night in prayer upon the mountain top, con- 
tinued all those hours " in supplication ? '* Surely nQt,^ 
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and our truest prayers are often those which have no 
direct petition in them at alL 

Another mistake is the tendency to make our religious 
life too much a matter of times and places. How many 
there may be who never omit the half hour morning 
and evening in their bedroom, with the Bible, and Aids 
to Thought, or Crumbs of Comfort, but who never go 
out into the streets or into the fields to meditate ; who 
never omit the seasons of prayer in the Church or the 
Chapel, but who know nothing of the worship of God 
in the Great Temple, " the house not made with hands," 
canopied with the heavens, carpeted with the green 
grass. Let me not be misunderstood in this matter. 
The morning and evening prayer is a necessity, and the 
social prayer meeting is much to be valued, but let not 
these set times and seasons for your daily duty, rob you 
of the privilege of communion with God in the midst of 
His works. Surely as you walk in your garden, whether 
it be large or small, in the spring time, and see the 
wondrous spectacle of resurrection ; or in the summer 
when all the world is teeming with the fulness of life ; 
or in the autumn when the leaves are falling and every- 
thing teaches of decay ; or in the winter when emblems 
of death are all around ; you have " aids to thought " in 
this unwritten book of God, which no words of man 
could inspire. Let the golden sunset, the gentle rain, 
the summer breeze, the glorious heavens, everything 
above, below, around, lead you into communion with 
God. Read the Psalms in the light of this thought, 
and see how David delighted in God, and from His 
works received the inspiration of his prayers. 

And not less the crowded city than the quiet lane is 
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a help to communion. Strive to hear God's voice in 
the rumble of the traffic, see Him reflected in the faces 
of men ; mark His footsteps in the walks of human life, 
and let the crowd as it hurries past teach you of the 
wondrous Providence of Him who knows the histories 
of every life and marks the way of every step. Think 
as you look upon the busy street that God is not willing 
one of all that mass should perish, that Christ's blood 
avails for all and each, that the Divine Spirit is daily 
uttering in some voice calls to repentance to every one, 
and as you think such thoughts turn them into prayers, 
enter into sympathy with your Master who lived and 
died as a man amongst men that He might save them. 
And not only out of doors (for all men have not the 
same temperaments nor the same opportunities) is God 
to be contemplated in holy meditation. Never be- 
grudge that half-hour or that hour when you sit alone, 
doing nothing, but just thinking about His wonderful 
works and ways. Perhaps that may be the purest wor- 
ship you can offer to Him. Learn the habit of enjoy- 
ing " quiet resting places *' in the midst of the busy life 
you are bound to lead ; cultivate the habit of thinking 
about God, in creation, in providence, and in redemption ; 
above all, of laying bare your whole heart before Him, 
and in sweet and holy converse finding yourself at 
home in the company of the beloved Redeemer. 

Now let me venture to offer a few plain remarks 
about our morning and evening private prayers. 

1. Devote a few minutes to thinking about what you 
shall pray. Do not rush into the presence of the Lord 
Almighty without knowing what errand you are upon. 

2. Let your prayers be definite. In the morning. 
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thank God for His preserving mercy through the 
night; praise Him for your reason, for your health, 
for your comforts, for the continuance 6f His favour. 
Then, having thought over the special need of the 
day, bring that to Him, not in general terms, but in 
definite supplication. Do not ask merely for deliver- 
ance from the sin that doth so easily beset you, 
but ask Him to help ,you to govern your irritable tem- 
per, if that is your failing, or your proneness to speak 
unadvisedly with your lips, or your love of the praise of 
men, or your conscious want of principle in little things, 
or your tendency to worldliness, or heart profanity. Do 
not gloss these matters over, as though God only knew 
in part what your own heart knows so well ; but come 
boldly to the throne of grace, bringing your besetting 
sin with you, and thus you will obtain help. And at 
night, when you confess the sins of the day, do not 
content yourself with a general confession, such as, " I 
acknowledge to have left undone the things that I 
ought to have done, and to have done the things I 
ought not to have done." But say, Lord, forgive me 
for that hasty word which may have wrought injury to 

the spiritual life of ; forgive me for listening to 

that conversation which dishonoured Thee, without 
uttering my protest; forgive me for cherishing that 
bitter feeling against so-and-so. And in like manner be 
definite when you return thanks for the mercies of the 
day; let them be your hearty thanks to a living per- 
sonal Being, Who gave them with a definite design. 
Thank Him for home, for love-ties, for books, for 
music, for rest, for recreation. Enumerate your joys as 
clearly as you do your troubles, and remember that the 
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merry burst of joyous laughter holds its place in the 
thought of God for you, as the burdened sigh or the 
sorrowful tear. 

3. Night and morning let your prayers ascend on 
behalf of others ; for the whole Church, for the church 
with which you are connected, for the world, for the 
neighbourhood in which you dwell, and for your own 
friends and acquaintances. And in this matter be 
deinite too. Pray for the suppression of the particular 
forms of error you may see creeping into the Church; 
piay for certain individuals who appear to be God*s 
chosen instruments for vindicating the truth ; pray for 
your legislators, who are labouring to reform abuses, or 
bring in measures which will bless the world ; pray for 
particular societies with which you may be connected 
as a subscriber or worker ; pray for those dear to you, 
that this one may be led to know the Saviour, and the 
special influences round about him may be graciously 
used to accomplish this ; and that one may be strength- 
ened in his faith so that no man may take his crown. 
Depend upon it that one simple definite prayer, one 
direct earnest appeal to Divine power and love, is better 
than a hundred elaborate generalities. 

4. Let your prayers be uttered for the very love of 
prayer. Not as a duty, not as a formal routine, not as 
" something you have to do,'* but because prayer is your 
vital breath, the very necessity of your spiritual life. 
Accept this as one of the tokens that you are walking 
in the Way of Holiness ; and if you find that your relish 
for prayer is gone, or is going, that you do not hunger 
and thirst after it as once you did, that it is not the 
blessed reality it once was to you ; then, brethren, be 
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anxious ; let your tears flow if they will, cry out of these 
depths for help. Take it as a sign that you have turned, 
or are turning aside from the Way of Holiness, and go 
back to the very beginning of your confidence. Take 
it as a token that some unrepented, cherished sin stknds 
between you and your Heavenly Father. Remember 
Abraham. He had left his country and his kindred, 
and his father's house, and had come into God's land — 
the Holy Land. There " he pitched his tent, having 
Bethel on the west, and Hai on the east, and there he 
builded an altar, unto the Lord, and called upon the 
name of the Lord.*' By-and-bye a famine came, and 
Abraham went down into Egypt, the old world type, 
and there he imbibed the spirit of the world, and fell 
into sin. It was a grievous fall, and it brought its 
grievous consequences. What did Abraham do ? He 
retraced his steps. " He went on his journey from the 
south, even to Bethel, unto the place where his tent had 
been at the beginning, between Bethel and Hai, unto 
the place of the altar which he had made there at the first, 
and THERE Abram called on the name of the Lord." If 
you have wandered from the Way of Holiness, my 
brethren, do as Abraham did — go back to the place 
where you first reared your altar to God, " repent and 
do thy first works," and as you call on the name of the 
Lord you will be heard, and He will restore unto you 
the joys of His salvation. 



In concluding these papers, let me earnestly com- 
mend you to the God of all grace who hath called us 
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unto His eternal gloty by Christ Jesus, that He may 
stablish, strengthen, settle you, make you perfect in every 
good work to do His will, working in you that which is 

■ 

wellrpleasing in His sight through Jesus Christ; to 
whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen* 
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